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ITU Secretary General, Doreen Bogdan-Martin Video Message 

Worlci Telecommunication and Information Society Day-2025 

Happy World Telecon'lrnunicatio11 and lnformatio11 Society Day! 

This year's celebration is special because it marks 160 years since the founding of the 
International Telecommunication Unio11. Since 1865, ITU has been coru1ecting the world 
across borders. Witl1 each nev,; wave. of techI1ology fron1 the telegraph to radio telepl1ones to 
satel lites ru1d fro1n n1obile inter11et to AI, ITU has been working every day to expru1d digital 
opporttu1ities for all. But while we 've come a long way in 16 decacles we know one-third of 
11u1nanity is still offline. Looking closely at that unconnected poptllation, we find a significant 
access gap that risks leaving n1illions of women and girls behind. We also ki1ow that millions 
inore lack the skills and resources to use technology in a ineaning way. That's why this year's 
tl1e1ne - ge11der eqt1ality in. digital transformation - is so in1portru1t. We wit11ess that 
significa11ce e'rery year on Girls in ICT Day which has reacl1ed 11t1ndreds oftl1ousands of young 
women across more than 175 countries by opening patl1ways to STEM edt1cation and 
leadership opportt1nities. We're building on that momentum through our renewed EQUALS 
Global Partnership tl1at ai1ns to equip 100 1nillion v.ro1nen and girls with digital skills by 2035. 
ITU supports these global efforts because we believe everyone deserves to have the confid.ence, 
skills, and opportmlities to thrive in ru1 i11creasi11gly digital world. Because when teclmology's 
be11e:fits reach everyone, all ofhun1ru1ity wins. So today, I can on all ITU Members and partners 
to mark our 160th anniversary by taking action and recon1mitting to a digital future where 
everyone, everywhere can pa11icipate, benefit, and lead . 
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