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NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS

President Elect IETE- 2004-2005

Lt Gen (Retd) D P Sehgal, PVSM,
AVSM, VSM is a dynamic leader with vast
experience of leading officers and men both
during Peace and Active Operations. He has
been actively involved in strategic and
perspective planning of telecommunications
for nearly ‘four decades’. While in service
Gen Sehgal was responsible for conceptua-

lizing and implementation of the defence networks, information
warfare & information technology, Cyber security & spectrum
management to support the evolving strategic and operational
requirements of the Army in keeping pace with the current
technology.  In essence he therefore, controlled the
organization which is responsible for achieving the integration,
synergy, networking, convergence of the various arms and
services of not only the Indian Army but of the three services
as well for ensuring the security and territorial integrity of the
country.

By virtue of his appointments he was in constant
dialogue with the Ministries of Defence, IT and Telecom,
which he continues even now.  He was a founder member
of the Controller of Certification Authority (CCA).  He is a
member of the APEX Committee (WPCC) which is an
interministerial committee to formulate spectrum policies at the
national level.  Recently, he represented Govt of India in Asia
IT Ministries Summit at Hyderabad.

Besides being on the Board of BEL, ECIL & ITI he has
been the Chairman of various Electronic Development panels
of DRDO, Joint Electronic Management Compatibility
Committee, Chairman Joint Electronic Warfare Board etc.

The Chief of the Army Staff duly recognized his
outstanding achievements in 1986 & 1990 by awarding him
COAS Commendation.  The Government on the other hand
recognized his distinguished service to the nation by awarding
Vishist Seva Medal (1997), Ati Vishist Seva Medal (2002) and
Param Vishist Seva medal (2003). He had the distinction of
being selected as the Honorary Aide de Camp (ADC) to the
President of India from April 2001 to till retirement.

Having served in the Army from 1963 to 2004, he is
currently Advisor to BEL and ECIL. Gen Sehgal has been
contributing to the efforts of IETE for a long time.  Earlier
also he was the IETE Council Member (1999-2002), Vice
President, IETE (2001-2002) and Chairman of Inter
Organization and Industrial Coordination Forum. Presently he
is once again Chairman of Industrial Coordination Committee
(ICC).

Report on 36th World Telecommunication Day

World Telecommunication Day was celebrated at IETE
HQ on May 17, 2004.  Broadcast Engineering Society (BES)
(I) joined IETE in the celebrations, which lent special
significance to it. The theme chosen by the ITU was “ICTs:
Leading the way to sustainable development” .  For
deliberation on this apt topic, IETE had a gathering of leading
personalities from telecommunication, information technology
and broadcasting fields.  The Chief Guest on the occasion was
Dr V K Aatre, Scientific Advisor to the Raksha Mantri.  The
proceedings commenced with the Welcome Address and
introductory remarks on the theme by Shri P N Chopra,
Chairman, Technical Programme Committee. President IETE,
Prof K K Aggarwal, in his address said that ICT is known
as an important enabler and tool for development. He said
efforts would have to be made to use ICT for sustainable
development, which meets the need of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
needs.  Strategies should be devised to adopt ICTs, which suit
to Indian environment. “What we need to do is to take stock
of our available as well as required ICT resources and prepare
an action plan for development of rural areas, which comprises
of 70% of the Indian population living in 600,000 villages
dispersed all over geographically”, said Prof Aggarwal. He went
on to say that this would be possible with affordable
indigenous infrastructure for telecommunication, Internet, TV
and e-Education. Efforts will have to be made to spread the
awareness about benefits of ICT through seminars, symposia
and exhibitions in local languages and by way of setting-up
rural business support centres.

The Chief Guest Dr V K Aatre, in his address emphasized
on building self-sufficiency in information & communication
technologies. For building knowledge power, he suggested to
adopt science and technology as panacea for all levels of
society.  Dr Aatre said that the regular discussions and sharing
of views between R&D, industry, academia, Govt and users
was necessary to accelerate indigenous development of the
latest and current ICTs, which would help in sustainable
development.

The other invited speakers were Shri N S Ganeshan,
President, BES (I), Dr DPS Seth, Member TRAI, Shri P K
Chanda, Member Telecom Commission, Lt Gen Davinder
Kumar, VSM & BAR, SOC-in-C, Army HQ, Shri P K Garg,
Wireless Advisor & Dr H S Sharma, Past President IETE.

The speakers deliberated on modern digital technologies,
Internet as enabler, implementation of liberalization and how
the competition helped in improving the quality of
telecommunication services and in bringing down the cellular
mobile telephone charges drastically. The available telecom
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