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L. K. ADVANI

DEePUTY PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE

[ am glad to know that the Institution of FElectronics and
Telecommunications Engineers is celebrating its Golden Jubilee and a
Souvenir, “IETE GOLDEN Jubilee Year — Historical Perspective”

will be released on this occasion.

Please accept my greetings and good wishes for the success of the

L% A

(L.K. ADVANI)

celebrations.

North Block, New Dethi - 110001 India
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI

MESSAGE

| am glad to note that the Institution of Electronics and
Telecommunication Engineers (IETE) is launching its Golden
Jubilee Celebrations on the 13 of January 2003 and releasing a
commemorative volume highlighting their achievements.

This pioneering institution has infact played an eminent
role in providing ample opportunities for career advancement to
the professionals especially from weaker sections of the society.
| hope the IETE will continue to do so in the years to follow and
set a role model for other institutions.

| convey my greetings and good wishes for the success of
the Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

[ MURLI Wﬁ?ﬁgﬁr
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MESSAGE

I am glad to know that the Institution of Electronics and
Ielgcmnmumcntm_Engmgra (IETE) is launching its Golden
Jubilee celebrations on 13™ January, 2003. On this occasion
a_commemorative volume on historical perspectives of the
Institution is also being released. The Institution has played

¢ a prominent role in the advancement of engineering discipline of
Electronics, Telecommunications, Computer Science &
Engineering and IT. I am sure it will continue to play this
stellar role in the service of the country.

My best wishes to the Instrrutlon for success of the

celebrations.
[Sug\\m

Prof. K. K. Aggarwal,
President,

The Institution of Electronics &
Telecommunication Engineers,
Institutional Area, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi-110003,
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MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND
COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
INDIA
NEW DELHI-110 001

Dated: 30" December, 2002

MESSAGE

I am pleased to know that the Institution of Electronics and
Telecommunication Engineers is celebrating its ‘Golden Jubilee’
on 13™ January, 2003 at New Delhi.

I am given to understand that on the occasion, the Institute
will be releasing a commemorative volume highlighting the
achievements of the Institution. We are all aware that the Institute
has played a pioneering role in promoting the advancement of
Electronics and Information Technology in the country. Perhaps,
it was one of the first few institutions which embarked on such a

programme. In the last 50 years, its contribution has been
remarkable.

On this historic occasion, I would like to congratulate the
Institute for the stellar role it has played in the technological
advancement of this country. I hope it shall continue to do so even
in the years to come and remain a source of inspiration to all of us.

I wish the Institute all the very best in the future.

Gt HEE

(PRAMOD MAHAJAN)

7, SAFDARJUNG ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
PHONE : 3015432, FAX : 3014433 E-MAIL : minister@mit.gov.in
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From the President (2002-2003)

Established in 1953, The Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers (IETE)
is India’s leading technical professional society with membership of over forty five thousand.
IETE has been recognised as a Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation by the Dept of
Science and Industrial Research, Govt of India. Dept of Revenue. Ministry of Finance has
notified IETE as “Educational [nstitution of National Eminence”.

Luminaries who have favoured us during the last 49 years with acceptance of our “Honorary
Fellowship” include Late Dr S Radhakrishnan, Late Pt Jawaharlal Nehru, Late Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri, Late Dr Homi J Bhabha, Shri Ratan N Tata, Shri Azim H Premiji, Shri N Chandrababu
Naidu, Prof V S Ramamurthy and of course the President of India Dr A P J Abdul Kalam.

it is indeed an honour as well as privilege for me to lead IETE in its “Golden Jubilee
Celebration Year”. It is my humble duty to place on record our gratitude to Founder President
Late Shri B R Batra, Past Presidents of the Institution and Members of their Council, Past
Chajrmen of Local Centres and their Executive Committees, our Corporate, Student and
Organisational members, Industry and Govt Departments and to all those who have shaped the
destiny of the Institution.

Our phenomenal success has resulted from :

. Clear vision and mission of our Institution.
- Ability to learn and adapt

. Constant search for critical success factors
. Effective strategies and supportive plans

- Support of Members, Industries and Govt.

| am aware that accelerating the past phenomenal progress presents both opportunities
and challenges for me and the Council. But we are collectively committed to work together to
enable a ‘better tomorrow”. The quality of any organisation is in direct proportion to their
commitment to excellence and we commit to the same. The real contest is always between
what we do and what we are capable of doing. Let us do even better than what we are capable
of doing. We realise that winning brands have three things in common — powerful consumer
insight, intense focus and top quality innovation. [ appeal to all our members to contribute their
mite in accelerating the progress of IE 7E. we i ovaa?

k‘*k&.w‘:i/“
Prof K K Aggarwal
President
New Delhi
4 Jan 2003
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Y. P. Singh Dr H. S. Sharma
Chairman Chairman

Publications Committee Golden Jubilee Celebrations
‘ Committee

On 02 November 1953, the group of electronics and telecommunication professionals,
led by Shri B R Batra first President gave birth to the Institution of Telecommunication
Engineers (now known as the Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers -
IETE). The Instiution was blessed by the Hon’ble Vice-President of India, Dr. S Radhakrishnan
who inaugurated the Institution (1953). The Institution is once again blessed by the Hon’ble
Vice-President of India Shri Bhairon Singh Ji Shekhawat on the launch of Golden Jubilee
year c‘elebrations (2003).

During the five decades, the Institution has achieved many landmarks and contributed
to the growth of electronics, telecommunication, computer and all associated areas by
providing opportunities to all its members & students to grow and contribute. The Institution
has recorded these from time to time as Silver Jubilee and 40th year commemoration.

Encouraged by the work done in the past and as a tribute to all those who have contributed
to the growth over the years, Golden Jubilee Celebrations Committee under the Council of
IETE has once again attempted to present a compilation of all important items for the
information of members and record for posterity.

On 2nd November 1953, while delivering the inaugural address, Founder President Shri B R
Batra had stated, “It would be our endeavour as a practical concrete steps, as members of this
Institution to develop national resources or raw material of our profession viz the budding
engineer”. The Institution has continued to grow in line and do more and more. The full text of
his speech is included in this document.

Historical perspective of the last five decades does clearly demonstrate the foresight,
entrepreneurship innovation and commitment to details of the Presidents and their Council,
Chairmen and committees of local/sub-centres throughout the period.
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This document also includes messages which are highly encouraging. Full text of speech
of Dr. S Radhakrishnan is also included in this document.

Historical perspective of the local centre/sub-centre has been included in great depth. Two
things come out very strong from the readings and they are

- Initiative of the Institution to decentralise and
- to establish infrastructure at a great pace to serve members

To provide a broader picture we have also included the names of the Presidents, Honorary
Fellows and Distinguished Fellows of the Institution. Title and locations of Annual Technical
Convention (ATC) , Mid Term Symposium (MTS) and speakers of Dr Bhabha, Dr Vikram
Sarabhai and other memorial lectures bring out clearly the co-operation and support we received
from one and all.

IETE-2003 brings to you in detail our current activities and organisational structure.
. Of course, picture of our future has been included to set a target for ourselves.

With a hope that this will serve as a source of pride to all those who contributed to growth
of IETE and inspire future |IETEians to do better and better, we present the ‘IETE Golden
Jubilee Commemoration - A Historical Perspective’ to our members on the occasion of the
launch of Golden Jubilee Year Celebration, which are being held at all our centres / sub
centres in India and abroad.

_

Y. P. SINGH DR. H. S. SHARMA
Chairman Chairman
Publications Committee Golden Jubilee

Celebration Committee
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IETE AT A GLANCE

30.9.63 — End of 1st decade
30.9.78 — Silver Jubilee Year
31.03.93 — 40th Year

31.03.02 — Beginning of 50th Year
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THE COUNCIL
2002-03

Prof K K Aggarwal
President & Chairman Finance & Policy
Planning Committee

P Maj Gen Yashwant Deva, AVSM, (Retd) Dr H S Sharma
Immediate Past President & Past President & Chairman, Golden Jubilee
Co-Chairman Finance & Policy Celebrations Organising Committee
Planning Committee

Dr J H Agarwal Shri S Narayana Maj Gen Vinod Krishna,AVSM Shri H O Agrawal
Vice-President & Vice-President & (Retd) Hony Treasurer
Zonal Coordinator - Zonal Coordinator - Vice-President & Zonal Coordinator -
Central Zone Southern Zone Northern Zone

Prof A Kumar Lt Gen A K Agarwal, PVSM(Retd) Prof K Babu Rao Dr R P Bajpai
Chairman, Co-Chairman, Technical Chairman, Membership Chairman, Board
Academic Committee Programmes Committee & Growth Committee of Research
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THE COUNCIL
2002-03

Brig K Balasubramaniam Shri A Bhaskaranarayana Prof K K Bhutani Ms Neeru Mohan Biswas

(Retd) Co-Chairman, Co-Chairman, Co-Chairman, Membership
Chairman, Technical Industrial Coordination Academic & Growth Committee
Programmes Committee Committee Committee

Shfi P N Chopra Prof(Ms) Anita G Dandekar Shri Harsh Vardhan Gp Capt H Kaushal, VSM(Retd)
Chairman, Industrial Co-Chairman, Local Co-Chairman, Zonal Coordinator -
Co-ordination Committee Centres & Infrastructure Publications Western Zone
Committee Committee

Dr V P Kulkarni Wg Cdr C P K Menon,VSM Maj Gen Prem Prakash Shri Y P Singh
Chairman, Board of (Retd) (Retd) Chairman,
IETE Networks and e-Education Chairman, Local Centres & Publications Committee

Infrastructure Committee & Chairman Golden Jubilee
Finance Committee

T

Shri U V Warlu Col (Retd) Mahesh Khera Prof B Kumar Shri R K Gupta Shri Prithipal Singh

Chairman, Board of Rep. Organisational (Nominated) (Nominated) (Nominated)
Recognition of Excellence Member Chairman, Board Chairman Chairman
& Co-Chairman, Golden Jubilee of Examinations Golden Jubilee Cultural Golden Jubilee Technical
Celebrations Organising Committee & Publicity Sub-Committee & Exhibition Sub-Committee
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THE COUNCIL
2002-03

Ex-Officio Members (Chairmen - Local Centres)

Dr K Soundararajan Dr A K Tiwari Shri A K Dimri AVM V Krishnaswamy,VSM(Re
Bangalore Bhopal Chandigarh Chennai

Dr H O Srivastava Shri V Premsagar Rao Gp Capt M Mukutmoni Shri G S Tuteja

Delhi Hyderabad (Retd) Mumbai
Kolkata

£ O

Lt Col I M Chhabra (Retd) Shri M N Shukla
Noida Pune

Maj Gen K B Jhaldiyal, AVSM (Retd)
Secretary General
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[ETE’s Motto : @g drf ®raas

Prof. P.V. Indiresan
Distinguished Fellow & Past President, IETE

The Institution of Electronics and
Telecommunication Engineers is a body composed of
scientists and engineers. As such, it is bound to
observe the scientific spirit. It is also an institution
embedded in India. As such, it is tied to the ancient
culture of this subcontinent that has given to the world
the only pre-historic philosophical worldview that
flourishes to this day. India is also a country that
shelters virtually the entire diversity of cultures that
prevail in the world today. Any motto that describes
its philosophy should reflect both these cultural
aspects, and the scientific spirit too.

Francis Bacon, the English Philosopher of the 17th
century explained that the scientific spirit is one, which
accepts as true, only that which can be verified
experimentally. Unfortunately, as communication
engineers know only too well, except that we will all
be dead one day, there is nothing that is true in every
case and without exception. Therefore, we in the
communication engineering profession look at
probabilities. We take as valid that which has a
probability close to unity.

In considering probabilities, we can average over
all possible samples (the statistical average), or the
average of any one sample over all time (the time
average). Often, the statistical average and the time
average do not match each other. There are a few
exceptions where the two are the same. Then, we can
say a truth that is acceptable both for all people and at
all times is of a higher order than one, which like the
Gallup Poll, takes statistical average, or the measure
of the voltage of a generator (the time average).

Ancient seers of India elucidated the meaning of
life to their students through texts called the

Upanishads. Because their teachings have survived
for ages from pre-historic times, the time average of
the validity of the Upanishads can be accepted as high.
Some of the hypotheses propounded by them have
universal appeal, and would be considered as true by
all reasonable people irrespective of their cultural or
even religious background. One such is a Shanti
Mantra:

Sahanaavavtu, Shanau bhunaktu

Saha viryam karvaavahai, Tejasvinah avadhitamastu
Maa vidvishavahai

Om! Shantih, Shantih, Shantihi!

Freely paraphrased, this shloka means:

May we all unite together! May we all enjoy .
together! May all we perform great deeds together!
Let great minds flourish! Let there be no
misunderstandings! The Ultimate is Peace, Peace,
Peace!

Here is a sentiment, which has stood the test of
time. It is also one, which almost everyone will accept
as a fair guide to proper social conduct. Hence, we
may conclude that here is a thought, which is
acceptable virtually universally both for all people and
for all times. Hence, both statistical and time averages
for its acceptance are near unity. We cannot get closer
to scientific truth than that!

Of the six sentiments expressed here, we in the
IETE have adopted for ourselves one of them — @&
dtd @wamag (let us do great things together) - as our
motto. Let us hope that this thought that has endured
from the dawn of civilization will carry us forward
forever and forever!

-
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First Invitation Card issued for the Inanguration
of the Institution in 1953
(Institution then known as The Institution of Telecommunication Engineers)
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 1953

S. RADHAKRISHNAN*

(Delivered at the Inaugural Session on November 2nd, 1953)

FRIENDS:

| am greatly honoured by the invitation which the
sponsors of this Telecommunication Engineers Institute
have extended to me to come here this morning, and
inaugurate your Institution on this very happy occasion,
when you are celebrating the centenary of telegraphs
engineers. The speed of communications has been one of
the main factors in transforming our country and the world.
In the last hundred years, ever so many things have
happened — telegraphs, telephones and television. In our
ancient country we have had such a thing as telepathy,
one mind acting on another at great distance without
communications through the senses. But the
investigatjons of telepathy belong to psychical research,
whereas your investigations are a part of research in
physical science. Increase of knowledge has resulted in
increase of specialization. There was a time in my own
youth, when we had only general practitioners in medicine.
Nowadays these general practitioners are passing out. We
have an abdomen specialist, chest specialist, surgical man,
etc. So also in this branch of telecommunications. It was
started as a branch of applied physics, then it became a
branch of electrical engineering; today, it has constituted
for itself a separate sphere and is treated as a separate
subject in association with engineering, civil, mechanical
and electrical.

When you went round that exhibition yesterday, you
saw marvelous devices. But we should not forget one thing
that every mechanical device takes its origin in an idea in
the mind of man. Every machine embodies a concept, a
plan, so to say, in the mind of man. Its concrete realization
is the application of that act. Conceptual plan and concrete
realization, these two things go together. The conceptual
plan is in the minds of the engineers. It is, therefore, right,
when you look upon that whole exhibition, that you should
organize yourself with the soul, so to say, those people

*Vice-President of the Republic of India.

who are responsible for generating these ideas and getting
them implemented into a separate institution. It is your
duty in this Institution to establish standards, to promote
research. It is well known that research is undertaken not
with an idea of accomplishing something; it is undertaken
for the sheer joy of research. You undertake it because
you have a curiosity which you wish to fulfil. It may resuit
in intellectual enlightenment and power, but its main
objective is merely to do something for satisfying your
curiosity. It must be the ambition of every young man
who joins this Institute to do something in his life which
will outlast his life. He must have that kind of ambition
when he joins an institute like this, and senior members
must give them inspliration and leadership, must give them
advice.

There is a feeling abroad that Indian mind is more
metasphysically inclined and is not suited very much for
scientific research, a concept which may be regarded as
unwarranted. There was a time in this country, when we
were not behind other nations of the world so far as their
sciences are concerned. You know the iron pillar nearby
standing there for fifteen centuries untarnished. The way
of treatment of that metal and the cast of that metal, these
have preserved it from rust and decay. You have again
the great statue of Buddha in bronze pointing out how
our ancients were able to handle large metals in mass. For
some time we went to sleep, but we are now recovered
from that kind of stupor that overtook us. It was in
Dalhousie’s reign that telegraphs, railways and
universities were all established. Though today it is a
very small fraction of our people who are trained in
sciences, you still know that from out of that small fraction
contributions of immense value have come to the world,
thereby indicating that the Indian mind need not to be
regarded as something which has not got its taste in
scientific research and scientific pursuits. If only we are
able to give our young men adequate facilities, scope for
development, I have no doubt that they will do quite as
well as any other young men in any other part of the world,

@
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and [ do hope that in your Institution you will try to give
encouragement to your young men to the best extent
possible. There is a feeling also that science has resulted
in barbarism, destruction, fanaticism, Hiroshima,
Nagasaki. Well, all that may be so. But it is the abuse of
science and not the proper use of science. It is my view
and it is the view that is generally held that scientists are
making a very valuable contribution and they are to be
treated as men who are in their own way religious in their
outlook and character. No great scientific achievement can
be realized without a whole-hearted, concentrated,
intellectual endeavour.

The scientist has a sense of humility, when he looks

at the vast phenomena of nature so many secrets of which
have not been still unravelled. Rigorous honesty and
integrity are expected from the scientist. And, when you
saw that exhibition yesterday, you saw that the
contribution of scientists of different countries makes for
mutual co-operation, makes for international
understanding. There is such a thing as the brotherly spirit
of science which is encouraged by honest workers who
are working in the field of science. They all work together
whether they come from India, China, America or
England. Their work is of team-work character and that
team constitutes not merely of nationals of one country
but of nationals of every other country. Besides, it has
been the dream of ages that we should establish one family
on earth “Vasudev- kutumbha”. It has become technically
feasible today. The unification that has been brought about
by these instruments of communications provides you with

- the material basis on which a human society could be
easily built. Only when you are talking about these
communications, you must be careful as to what idea you
communicate. Communications are all right. Germs may
be communicated, false ideas may be communicated, but
it is essential for those who use these instruments to see
to it that right ideas and right values are communicated.
This is a country which is famous for what is called its
spiritual or religious character. We must try to
communicate today the great precepts to the tender, the
sensitive, the compassionate. We must try to make
everyone judge the issues as they arise from a scientific
point of view, not from emotional or a sentimental point
of view.

If we are able to go to the United Nations, we must

IETE - Golden Jubilee Commemoration — A Historical Perspective
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not go there with the idea “My country right or wrong
We must go there with the idea that the end of hum
progress is the establishment of human society in whi
all members are units, and when you go there t
paramount consideration should be not whether what ya
country thinks is right or wrong, but whether you 2
contributing to the establishment of that single wor
society for which the sages and the saints, the scienti
and the industrialists have been working. from tir
immemorial. If you adopt that kind of approach it may
that you may get up and say “What my country says
absolutely wrong and what you are suggesting to me
quite all right”— that is scientific approach, bendi
before facts, accepting no authority, having no room:
prejudice.

The Royal Society was founded with the motive
authority will be ac‘cepted here”. So also when you go
the United Nations, you must stand superior to ¢
emotions and prejudices, your differences, your likes
dislikes, and look at the question from one single poi
whether the policy which you are advocating contribu
to the building up of human society. That should be
one motive which you should have. Science to my m
is the worship of truth, and when Gandhi was asked
define what religion was, he wrote to me. “Other peo
say God is Truth, I say Truth is God.” Those who wors
science, those who use intelligence in the unfette
pursuit of science, whatever it may be, whatever
consequences may result in, they are the devotees
religion in this exalted sense of the term. They have
quality of honesty and integrity, of knocking down
prejudices, of holding up to truth and pursuing it, whate
may be the consequences. If that kind of truth whicl
broad-based results in the love of humanity, then you h:
the highest kind of religion. The devotees of science
the devotees of religion in this highest sense. TI
worship truth and their aim is to practise love. Y
instruments, your telecommunications, all these things
bringing peoples together. Physical approximation :
psychological distance, that is a fact today. By mean
these communications, you must break down th
distances, make everyone look at another human bein
the image of himself, make us feel on earth, pea
goodwill, one family.

Thank you.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, 1953

B. R. BATRA*
(Delivered at the Inaugural Session on November 2nd, 1953)

Mr. Vice-President, Distinguished Guests, Ladies &
Gentlemen :

The sponsors of the Institutions of Telecommunication
Engineers have done me a great honour by electing me as
their first President; simultaneously they have thrown on
me a mantle of responsibility the weight of which, as I was
ruminating over the address I have to deliver this morning,
became more and more felt. But there are already
indications — from the good wishes extended and sentiments
expressed by friends and colleagues in the profession —
that their active co-operation in, and sincere devotion to,
the cause of bringing up this young baby, will be freely
forthcoming. I express my grateful thanks to all those who
have expressed their confidence in me and elected me to
this high and responsible office.

The inspiring inaugural address you have just heard
from the lips of one of the greatest philosophers of the
world, Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, Vice-President of
India, marks the birth of another of those National
Institutions which have dawned on the horizon of this land
of ours during the last few years, under the august
leadership and active encouragement of our beloved Prime
Minister. This Institution which is to be known as the
Institution of Telecommunication Engineers, is devoted,
as its name implies, to the advancement of one of the most
vital branches of knowledge that human history, during the
last decade has taught us to look upon with awe and respect.

‘For, has it not been truly claimed that the last World War

was fought and won by the winner in the race for supremacy
in Telecommunications, Electronics and the host of allied
technological advancements?; for, has not the Central or
Federal Government of every country considered
Communications as one of the triumvirate that represents
power and prestige and that determines the basis and extent
of sovereignity of the country, viz.——Defence,
Communications and Finance?; for, is not communications

!’:ef Engineer, Post & Telegraphs & Founder President of
ITE

one of the basic factors in the economic advancement of
every country?

Telecommunications is a generic term whose
internationally accepted definition runs as follows : “Any
transmission, emission or reception of signs, signals,
writing, images and sounds or intelligence of any nature
by wire, radio, visual or other electromagnetic systems”

Such a comprehensive and all-inclusive means of
exchange of human thought and intelligence was only one
of the many branches or aspects of applied physics twenty-
five years ago. In less than three decades it has passed
through kaleidoscopic changes in its status among the
sciences. It was an adjunct of electrical engineering for
some time. The phenomenal developments that took place
with remarkable rapidity during the last decade in the
science, technique and engineering of telecommunications,
resulted in this branch of knowledge growing up into a
major branch of engineering. It has now grown powerful
limbs — each a specialized field — such as line telegraphy,
line telephony, carrier current telegraphy, carrier current
telephony, cable communications, radio communications,
radio location, radio navigation, broadcasting, acoustics,
sound engineering, television, industrial electronics etc.

Yesterday we started the Centenary Celebrations of the
“Electric Telegraphs” in India. It was a great occasion in
1850 when a signal that originated at Calcutta could be
heard and received at Diamond Harbour 18 miles away by
means of electricity. Telephony was not even thought of as
a possibility. If someone had told the people then, that some
day we could talk from one end of the country to the other
and he heard as if the persons at the distant ends were in
front of each other, serious doubts about his mental
equilibrium would have been expressed. In 1912, radio
telephony was buta dream and broadcasting an elusive idea.
Such terms as klystrons, magnetrons, orthicon, frequency
modulation, single-side-band-system, multi-channnel
carriers, voice frequency telegraphs, etc., with which even
our junior technicians are familiar today, were not heard
of twenty years ago. The developments have been so rapid
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and fundamental that before the thermionic vaccum tube,
familiarly called the radio valve celebrates its golden jubilee
of its birth in a couple of years, it is threatened with total
annihilation by tiny speck of germanium crystal called
transistors which detect, amplify and oscillate with far more
efficiency than the radio valve. This new tool of science
will widen the usefulness of electronics by spreading its
applications into many fields which the electron tube has
not been able to serve. This challenging art is continuously
putting human ingenuity to test.

We are reminded by a British philosopher that science
as a dominant feature in determining the beliefs of educated
men has existed for only about 300 years, and as a source
of economic technique for about 150 years. As
telecommunication engineers we therefore belong to a
relatively young profession which the philosopher describes
as “an incredibly powerful revolutionary force”. Through
our work we can change living habits, expand knowledge,
speed commerce, strengthen national security, disseminate
education, improve standards of living and add to the health,
comforts and pleasures of our fellow-men.

L

While the potentialities of this branch of engineering
is there, and is facing squarely in the light of its
achievements in other countries, it would be useful to
review the position in India vis-a-vis the role that this
Institution hopes to play in the years to come. Eminent
thinkers have stated that the wealth of a country is not
measured in terms of the tons of gold that lie burried under
the ground; for, in the ultimate analysis it is human labour
— that brings out the gold and puts it into circulation —
that is wealth. Estimated on this basis our “wealth” in
telecommunications is only a small fraction of our
requirements for the execution of the Five-year Plan and
even for the execution of the next five-year or ten-years
plan.

In recent months the engineering manpower
commission under the auspices of the Engineers’ Joint
Council, U.S.A. has lamented in its report that “the annual
output of engineering graduates will fall short of national
requirements for many years to come”. This may seem
ironical to us by contrast with conditions in this country.
While there have been spasmodic and feeble efforts at
imparting theoretical education in telecommunication
techniques and engineering at high school and university
levels, there has been little scope for industrial training and

less scope for professional practical training of theslag
partially educated young men. e

It seems to be the fashion now-a-days to blame the'©
Government for this sad state of affairs and having blamed (
rest content expecting Government to rectify matters. T
sponsors of this Institution have however felt that it is th®
duty of the senior members of the profession, as experts i
the field, to organize themselves for the co-operative effory
of laying down the educational standards, setting ujfg
professional examining bodies, and arrange for faciliti
by co-operative voluntary effort and service to fill the gapg;
in the matter of practical and professional training. For, ilg,
is realized that the ehgineering student of today will be thef,
professional engineer of tomorrow. In the minds and h'dl‘ld‘.p
of the students rests the future of technological developmen(§
and accomplishment. Every wise step taken by engineeringp
institutes to assist the student engineer in his educationalp
activities and to help him prepare himself for his futurig
career, is therefore literally a contribution to the welfare olj,
the Nation. v

It would therefore be our endeavour as a practica
concrete step, as members of this Institution, to develop
the “natural resources” or “raw materials” of our professiox'iC
viz, the “budding engineer”. We must, as individuals and"
as an Institution, assist in guiding potential engineerin
talent into the branch or subdivision of the profession wher
it will be most effective, most useful, and above all, mosft
happy. Reliable, factual engineering guidance informatior'
in high schools is needed to help the student reach ant
intelligent decision whether or not he should preparqE
himself for an engineering career. It is just as important td
show an unqualified student why he should not entef’
engineering, as it is to guide a student with engineerin[I
talent into his proper place in the profession. This guidancq’
is expected to take the form of arranging for extensions_
lectures to the final year high school and intermediatd
students, wherein brief talks detailing the requirementy
and qualitites for a successful engineering career, the nature
of work involved in such a career, the prospects of
employment in each branch, the cost involved, etc. would
be given. Questions will be answered and doubts cleared.

The next step would be for the Institution to prescribg’
and conduct standard profgssional examinations inf
telecommunications, at the graduate level to enable those
who, by their own self-study supplemented by such
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apprentice courses as may be available or by learn-as-you-
earn methods, aspire to become Engineers, to get a
recognized hall-mark in the profession. Thus the Institution
hopes to set up national standards for the different levels
of professional engineers in the field of
telecommunications.

As a concomitant measure, naturally, the Institution
will have to take steps to provide the necessary facilities
for such advancement in the profession such as building
up a comprehensive library, publishing a journal for the
student engineers containing simple articles describing
developments in the field and questions and model answers
for the different examinations of the Institution and
problems for home work by the students in the different
branches of telecommunications; publishing a journal, for
professional engineers, of an advanced standard and
providing a forum for discussion of problems in the fields
of original research or applied research; arranging for
lectures, symposia demonstrations etc. Thus, the Institution
will develop itself into a national body of experts in
telecommunications who will be rendering the much

| required nafional service and whose experience and advice
can be drawn by the Government and the public whenever
required. The achievement of all the aims and objects of
‘ this Institution and the execution of the practical plans we
have placed before ourselves as detailed above, requires
the active co-operation of every one of you and the personal
services of every engineer. One may well ask “what do |
l get out of this Institution?”. To the junior, budding
engineers and engineering students, [ have given the answer
—they have a body of experts to guide them and help them
in making them professional engineers in order that they
may in turn become experts and serve the country with
efficiency and initiative. To the senior engineers I wish to
[ say it is not what you GET out of the Institution that is
important; it is what you PUT into the Institution that is
" important. It is our contribution to national service, to the
| building up of a welfare state, to the future of our children
and grand-children in this land of ours.

We are starting now with a founder membership of over
1,600 senior, junior and student members. This is no small
start. The Institute of Radio Engineers of which we have
several senior members in our midst today and of which
Shri Shankar Rao Kantebet, the Director General of our
Overseas Communiction Service is one of the Fellows and
a Vice-President — the first Indian to be invited to fill this

high office — started in 1912 with only 109 members at its
annual banquet, has now on its rolls today over 33,000
members from all over the world. Many other professional
institutions have had more modest beginnings. We have
started rather late but we have been singularly fortunate in
making a good start, thanks to the untiring efforts and
selfless devotion of those sponsors who have given the best
of their experience and services and who have little to gain
themselves from this Institution expect the joy of service
in the cause of their profession; we have also been
singularly fortunate in making that start under such happy
auspices as that of receiving the blessings of such an
eminent intellectual of international fame as Vice-President,
Dr. Radhakrishnan.

Engineering progress is built on the firm foundation
of the knowledge derived from scientific research. As we
progress in the profession, the need for additional
knowledge of a fundamental nature becomes increasingly
apparent. For example, the modern complicated radio valve
operates according to the same fundamental principles that
governed its operation years ago; but the vastly improved
performance and its accurate and complicated functioning
has been made possible by the application of new
knowledge derived from research. Fortunately for us a
number of national laboratories have already been built and
the necessary applied research into equipment, development
and system engineering, which will form a liaison between
the fundamental research and the professional engineer is
being organized at Delhi and possibly at Pilani in a short
while. On the manufacturing side of telecommunication
equipments, we have already two factories taking rapid
strides towards self-sufficiency — the Indian Telephone
Industries Ltd., and the Hindustan Cables Ltd., — both
nationalizd. There are also a few factories established and
projected by private enterprise, for producing essential
components. The picture will be completed with the
establishment of the electronic industry. These factories
will produce the equipment required by the engineers, who
will use the equipment and by collecting operating data
point out the defects and improvements required, the
applied research wing will tackle the problems of the
engineer, with the help of the data produced by the scientist,
and then evolve new prototypes which will be sent to the
factory for mass production; and the cycle will go on in
spirals marking mile-stones in the progress of the nation in
the field of telecommunications. In all these activities, our
Institution has a vital part to play.
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In recent months the so called unemployment problem
has been engaging the attention of our leaders and public
men. On the one hand there appears to be a lot of young
men remaining unemployed and on the other many of the
services are short of man-power. This apparent anomaly
can be explained if we analyse the problem further and
discover that there is not so much of unemployment as
unemployability. In every field of development work we
have felt the inadequacy of the training, experience and
technical accomplishment of the available men. They are
not employable — usefully or efficiently. The long-term
solution therefore appears to lie in providing suitable and
adequate technical training. In specialised fields such as
ours, this problem can be tackled successfully and
effectively only by a body of experts. It is hoped that this
Institution will play this role so far as telecommunications
is concerned.

Before concluding it seems appropriate to share another
thought with you. It is of more general interest and I venture
to invite your serious attention to it. One of the solutions
suggested recently for reducing if not solving the
unemployment problem is to restrict admission to
universities. This will reduce only educated unemployment,
but will increase uneducated unemployment which is a
greater problem. Similarly, it has been suggested in the
larger field that since apparently the hufanistic,
sociological and political accomplishments of mankind
have not kept pace with scientific achievements, the
scientists should take a holiday to allow non-scientists to
gain control of the situation. Many of us engineers entered
the study of engineering because we found the laws of
nature more satisfying to deal with than our fellow beings;
nature is less capricious, her actions follow laws that appear
to be understood, and there is none of the strife of human
dealings. Perhaps for this reason, the engineer has been
contented to place the responsibility for the conduct of
human affairs upon his non-technical colleague, even to
the applications and uses of the developments he makes.
This long feud, if | may say so, between those who advocate
the study of the humanities and those who advocate the
study of technical subjects seems pointless; because
fundamentally the humanities are concerned with the
experiences of mankind and lessons that history has taught.
Surely these concern everyone.

Thus therefore while the engineers are experts in their

own field, they are at the same time citizens with ade

education and a scientific training that has impress

them the importance of thinking clearly, of discardi

irrelevant, of deciding questions of means only
reference to their effect on the cost of reaching the int
end; it perhaps has also made them better citizens.

may ask therefore “should the engineer take active in
in the life of the community, his State and his Nation
course he should and on two separate planes. He s
serve as expert in his field, and even mor+. importan
should serve as a serious and intellectually able ¢
joining with his fellow citizens in selecting
achievements to be aimed at. Have we not before
dynamic, contemporary, illustrious example of such ¢
role being so successfully played ? 1 refer to Dr.

Bhatnagar, Fellow of the Royal Society, and to his v
and potential achievements in the short period of a few
— years during which the country had many problem
only a fraction of our attention could be give¢
constructive work. The visible achievements stan
prominently in the shape of fourteen magnificent nat
laboratories sprinkled all over this country. The pot
achievements of these temples of research will be app
to every thinking person. Though primarily a scientis
Bhatnagar has brought to bear on his keen administr
acumen, the scientific outlook that has enabled his v
to be extended beyond the visible horizon and thus ac
practical permanent'results. In this dual role the Eng
and Scientist can obviously have a more Scientific app
to the humanities and perhaps the engineer and sci
can aid this in making up the disparity between scie
and technological accomplishments and the humanit
he is more closely associated in the humar
administrative fields instead of being used merely as
an expert. Administrative wisdom, | venture to sug
would lie in making.fuller use of his talents in the dua
mentioned above if we are to march forward with the

and implement our five-year plan and its possible succe
with efficiency and expedition. Mobilizing mon
resources alone is insufficient; and it can stand repe
to say that mobilization of technical man-power is v
essential. Partial utilization is partial wastage and
therefore avoidable. Sir, the Institution you have so k
inaugurated this morning is now ready at your servi
the service of the Government and the people.
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TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART II SECTION 3(11) OF THEE GAZETTE
OF INDIA

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF FINARCE

DEPARTHENT OPF REVENUEB
~DIRECTOR GERERAL OF INCOMB TAX(EXEMPTIONS).

Dated : G|l [cb’

ROTIFICATION
i

No., 2 XL (F.No.,DG(B)/80G(2)(a)(1112) : In exercise
of the powers conferred by the sub-clause(iiif) of clause
(a)sub-section (2) of section 80G of the Income-taxAct,
1961 (43 of 1961), the prescribed authroity hersby noti-
fies the following educationnl institution of national
eminence for the purpose of the said sub-clause, subject
to the following conditions, namely :-

(1) the mdd educational institution of national
eminence will apply the amounts of donations
received, wholly and mmX exclusively to the
objects for which 1t is established;

(11) in respect of the donations received under the
aforesaid provisions and expenditure made
therefrom, the eddcational institution of nat-
ional eminence shall maintain separate accounts;

(11i) a copy of the accounta of each accounting year
ehall be subtmitted to the prescribed authority
by the 31st December next following the last
date of the accounting year,

(\X\Cr ""1\
( ;~ CAKET

DIRECTOR GEBNERAL OF mcorm Tu(mlous)
CALCUTTA,

Rame of Educational Institution

1. The Institutioh of Electronics
and Telecommunication Enginsers,
2, Institutional Area, Lodi Road,
Hew Delhi-110003.
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MINISTRY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Department of Scientific & Industrial Research

VI WEHT l

faar= st diofa daa A Telegram . SCIENCTECH
it o7 fraifives srpetars T/ Tclephone : 6567373, 6562135 (PABX) |
TSt viae, - wele ant, i faeeit-110016 T Telex © 73381, 73317, 73280 i
W/ Fax . 6960629, 6868607, 6561682, |
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 6863847, 6862418, 6516078 !
1

Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Rosd, ¥ Ae/Email :  dsir@x400.nicgw.nic.in
New Dclhi-110016 dsir@giasd101.vsnl.net.in
(By Registered Post)
11/274/92-TU-V Dated : 27.§une, 2000
The Secretary

The Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers
2, Institutional Area, Lodi Road,
New Delhi — 110003

Subject : Renewal of recognition of Scientific and Industrial Research Organisations
(SIROs).

Dear Sir,

This has reference to your application for renewal of recognition of The Institution of
Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers, New Delhi beyond 31.3.2000 -by the
Department of Scientific & Industrial Research under the Scheme on Recognition of Scientific
and Industrial Research Organisations (SIROs) — 1988.

2. This is to inform you that it has been decided to accord renewal of recognition to The
Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers, New Delhi from 1.4.2000 to
31.3.2003. The recognition is subject to terms & conditions mentioned overleaf.

3. Receipt of this letter may kindly be acknowledged.
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The Early Years (Birth of the Institution of
Telecommunication Engineers - ITE)

Phenomenal developments in telecommunications
and electronics in manYy countries during the years
preceding the 11 World war were already influencing
independent India engaged in its gigantic nation building
efforts in 1947. But, the existing professional or scientific
bodies in India at that time were not able to pay adequate
attention to nurture and grow these specialized engineering
areas at a rapid pace as required in the Country. The need
for a separate professional institution fully devoted to
telecommunications, and electronics which could bring
together various individuals or groups working in these
areas became acute in the early *50s, as India launched its
programme of national ‘development through five-year
plans. It was visualized at this time that such an institution
could cope with the rapid developments in the above
subjects, coordinate and disseminate technical knowledge
and facilitate exchange of views among the members,
publish results of their work, lay down standards to guide
the budding engineers in their aspirations to professional
status and’also serve as a focal point for the orderly growth
of this specialized branch in the Country. Although
proposals for forming such an institution had been made
by several seniors in the profession from time to time in
the earlier years, their efforts had not met with success.

Sponsors’ Meeting

Yowever, in April 1953, Prof. S.V.Chandrashekhar
Alya, of College of Engineering, Poona proposed for
discussion and circulated a transactional text of concrete
proposals for establishing this institution. This was
discussed at a Sponsors’ Meeting comprising of the
following leading telecommunications engineers, under the
Chairmanship of Shri B R Batra, Chief Engineer, P& T, New
Dethi:

R C Vaish

H R Thadani

S K Kanjilal

S N Ranganathan
C P Vasudevan

S N Kalra

N B Bhatt

K V Pai

PN Luthra, Col
N Mahalingam

M B Sarwate

S R Bhashyam

H N Shrivastava

A C Ramchandani

J N Shahani, Col

B V Baliga

S V Chandrashekhar Aiya

It was unanimously agreed at the Sponsors’ Meeting
that:

(a) The setting up of an Institution of
Telecommunication Engineers was essential and
efforts should be made to establish it at an early date;

(b) The objects: of the Institution should be the
advancement of Telecommunication Engineering,
the promotion of technical and scientific knowledge
in the field of telecommunications, electronics and
allied subjects amongst those interested in the
subject, and in particular,

4 to arrange and hold discussions at various
centres in India for exchange of information on
technical advances in the field of
telecommunications.

4 to set up standards for the profession of
Telecommunication Engineering by conducting
examinations for the different grades of
membership for admission to the Institution.
The examination for the graduate class would
not only be of the same standard as a Degree in
Telecommunication Engineering, but would
also lay a special emphasis on the practical
aspects of the profession of Telecommunication
Engineering.

® to arrange for the publication of papers of
scientific and professional interest, including
development, in all the branches of
telecommunications in India and abroad, in the
form of a journal which will initially be started
as a six‘monthly or quarterly. The journal
would be of a high professional standard and
would contain such information as would
benefit all those interested in this branch of
engineering; it would be supplied free of cost
to all corporate members, associates and
graduates. It was also proposed to start in due
course a journal for the student members as well,
which would help them to prepare for the
graduateship examination.
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& to engage themselves in such other activities
which would advance the interests of
telecommunications and telecommunication
engineers in India.

It was proposed to seek a national charter for the
Institution to advance the above objects. But, it was soon
found that the Constitution of India did not provide for a
charter (like the Royal charter of pre-independence era);
hence, this was deferred for the time being. It was also
proposed to enroll professional engineers, scientists,
educationists and others interested in the science and
practice of telecommunications as Founder Members of the
Institution in categories as, Student Members, Graduates,
Associates, Associate Members, Members, Fellows and
Honorary Members. However, it was agreed that
Founder Members will be initially elected to the first
four categories only, for which the admission fees and
the annual subscriptions were also suggested.

The Executive Committee

An Executive Committee was appointed at the
‘ Sponsors’ Meeting under the Chairmanship of Shri B R
Batra with Shri N Mahalingam as Hon. Treasurer and Shri
S K Kanjilal as Hon. Secretary, to take all the necessary
steps to form the Institution. The Executive Committee
issued a circular letter (dated May 21, 1953) covering the
decisions taken at the Sponsors’ Meeting on the setting up
of the Institution of Telecommunication Engineers (ITE),
which was widely distributed in the Country. The
Committee held six meetings in all and drafted the
Memorandum and Articles of Association and the Bye-laws
of the Institution. And, after thorough discussion, the
Constitution was finalized by the Sponsors; and in witness
-thereof, they affixed their signatures to the Constitution,
by common consent and of their own individual free will,
on Oct.1, 1953. Thus, the ITE came into being as a
national Institution.

The First Council

In accordance with the normal practice in such cases,
the Executive Committee also elected the first Council of
the ITE, and then automatically dissolved itself. The
Council took charge of the affairs of the Institution from
them onwards. The first meeting of the Council was held
on Oct. 14, 1953 and the Institution was formally registered
under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 with
New Dethi as the Headquarters. The formation of the ITE

was warmly welcomed, widely supported an®i
enthusiastically received by all those interested in th
science, technology and engineering of telecommunicatiofl
in India. And, as of Oct. 27,1953, over 1600 applicatiof
were registered for the Founder Membership of thiff
Institution. c
s
i

The Institution was inaugurated at an impressiv‘
function on the morning of Nov.2, 1953 (coinciding witi
the centenary celebrations of the electric telegraph i
India) by Hon’ble Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Vice-Presidenl
of India. The venue was the Open Air Theatre, Telegra
Centenary Exhibition Grounds, Eastern Court, New Delhl‘
and the audience included high officials of the Governmenf
distinguished scientists, eminent telecommunicatiof
engineers, technologists and a large number of studenty
Shri A C Ramchandani, Hon. Secretary delivered thi
welcome Address and invited the Chief Guest to offer hil
sage advice and blessings to the Institution. In his lnaugur4
Address, Dr. Radhakrishnan, Learned Philosopher «l
Statesman, expressed his happiness to inaugurate th{
Institution on this auspicious occasion when the Countrf
was celebrating the centenary of electric telegraph. Hi
exhorted the members: “it is your duty in this Institutior
to establish standards, to promote research....... It musl
be the ambition of every young man who joins thi
Institution to do something in his life which will outlas
his life ..... and senior members must give hin
inspiration, leadership and advice.... If only we are abl
to give our young men adequate facilities. scope fo
development, | have no doubt that they will do quite a
well as any other young men in any other part of th
World.... I do hope that in your Institution, you will try t
give encouragemenf to your young men to the best exter
possible. In conclusion, Dr. Radhakrishnan stated: “You
instruments, your telecommunications, all these things ar
bringing peoples together”, and advised the members the
by means of these communications, the Institution “mus
break down distances, make everyone look at anothe
human being in the image of himself, make us feel on
earth, peace, goodwill, one family”.

The Inaugural Function

In his Presidential Address, Shri B R Batra thanke
the Chief Guest for his inspiring inaugural address an
offered him, “the Institution you have so kindl
inaugurated is now ready at your service, at the servic
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of the Government and the people”. Tracing the history
of telecommunications, Shri Batra brought out that “as
telecommunication engineers, we belong to a relatively
young profession, an incredibly powerful revolutionary
force”, and he hoped that: “Through our work we can
change living habits, expand knowledge, speed commerce,
strengthen national security, disseminate education,
improve standards of living and add to the health, comfort
and pleasures of our fellow men. Shri Batra then reviewed
the status of telecommunications in India, recent steps taken
to enhance the electronics and telecommunications
activities in the Country and gave the highlights of the aims
and objectives of the Institution. He further stated: “We
have started rather late; but we have been singularly
fortunate in making a good start, thanks to the untiring
efforts and selfless devotion of those Sponsors who have
given the best of their experience and service. He concluded
his Address by explaining the role of telecommunications
in nation building, employment generation and education.

Note : Full text of the speech of Dr S Radhakrishnan and
Shri B R Batra has been included in this volume.

¢
First Council of the ITE 1953-54

B R Batra

K Sreenivasan

A C lyappa, Brig
B V Baliga

N Mahalingam

A C Ramchandani

President
Vice-Presidents

Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Secretary

First Decade of IETE (October 1953 - September
1963) — A Period of creativity

Major Mile Stones

1. Constitution of the Institution of Telecommunication
Engineers (ITE) signed by 18 visionaries led by lIst
President Shri BR Batra (1st October 1953)

4 ITE inaugurated by Dr S Radhakrishnan, Vice-
President of India at Delhi (2nd November, 1953)

€ Ist Auditors — M/s Khanna and Annadhanam

4 Founder Members (on roll as on 30th September 1954)

Associate Members 120
(Highest category for founder member)
Associates 85
Graduates 360
Students 385
950

Distribution of above

Bangalore 49, Bombay 70, Calcutta 43, Delhi 202,
Jabalpur 37, Madras 60, Poona 72, Others 417.

€ Ist AGM held at New Delhi (12th December, 1954)
inaugurated by Shri Raj Bahadur, Deputy Minister of
Communication, Govt of India

& st Honorary Members (1954-55)

Members R N Batra, Brig Dr S Radhakrishnan
I C Bhatt Prof K S Krishnan
N B Bhatt & Byelaws for Local Centres adopted by Council -
S P Chakravarti (1954 -55)
SV C Aiya € Istexamination held (May 1956) at Delhi, Bangalore,
K A Joseph, Wg. Cdr Bombay, Madrds & Poona
S N Kalra & Istoffice located at hutments behind Constitution Club,
D D Lakhanpal Curzon Road
P N Luthra, Col € 1st Fellow of the Institution — founder President — Shri
P Madan, Lt. Col B R Batra (1955-56)
R Natarajan & Ist Local Centres established at Bangalore (1955-56)
T Rajamanikam & st time representative of ITE in Scientific manpower
V VL Rao Committee of CSIR and Electro Technical Division
M B Sarwate Council of ISI (1955-56)
J N Shahani, Col & Three Local Centres added (1956-57) Calcutta,
H N Shrivastava Jabalpur and Madras.
H R Thadani & First ATC was attached to 3rd AGM December
Lal C Verman 1956.

- ©
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€ New Class of membership called — Sustaining Members *
created & 12 Organisations joined - (1957-58)

¢ Govtof India recognised graduateship examination as @
an equivalent to Graduate Engg. degree in Telecom -
June 1959.

# Forthe Isttime ITE’s assets reached a five digit figure
(1959-60)

Rs 24,890.63 paid for lease hold land at Lodh
and land acquired (1969-70)
For the 1st time following Memorial Award pre
(1969-70)

S K Mitra Memorial Award

J C Bose Memorial Award

M N Saha Memorial Award
Physical possession of land at Lodhi Road (
1971)
Award for construction of HQ building to D
Singh & Co for Rs 8.2 Lakhs (1970-71)
Assets of the Institution went to a six digit
(1970-72)
Ministry of Education, Govt of India gave inter:
loan of Rs 10 lakhs for construction of bt
(1972-73)
Dr Vikram Sarabhai Memorial Lecture introdi
MTS (1973.
Name of the Institution changed to — The Inst
of Electronics and Telecommunication Eng
w.e.f. 1st June 1973 (Special General Meetir
on 9th February 1973)
AGM took place in IETE’s own building 15th
1974, (Area of Plot 1200 Sq Yard, total flog
14000 sq ft.)
IETE in collaboration with Ministry of Commun
— arranged release of Commemorative Stamp t
the Centenary of Marconi (12th December 197

Membership Growth ¢
Year Membership 'S
30th September 1954 950
1955 751 *
1956 1284
1957 1097 *
1958 1088
1959 1050
1960 1456 L 2
1961 1976
1962 2986 *
1963 3722
Next 15 years leading to Silver Jubilee (October
1963 - September 1978) — Period of .
Consolidation
@ ITE represented in *
- Defence Technical Training Association
- Institute of Applied Manpower Research
- Advisory Board of School of Signal — Mhow V'S

- All India Council of Technical Education (1963-64)
S K Mitra Memorial Award constituted (1963-64)

L 2R 2R

1200 Sq Yard Plot at Lodhi Road allotted to ITE

(1968-69)

& Institution of Electrical Engineers (London) recognised
Grad ITE Exam (1968-69)

# Concept of Life Membership fee introduced (1968-69)

€ Bangalore centre upgraded to full time local centre
(1968-69)

€ 1st Mid-term Symposium held on Electronic

Instrumentation and continuing Technology *

(Oct’1969)
& M/s Pradhan & Associates appointed architect for the

HQ Building (estimated cost of Rs 6.5 lakhs) *

(1969-70)

® Calcutta centre upgraded to full time local centre *

(1969-70)

Bhabha Memorial Lecture at ATC introduced in 1967 ¢

Silver Jubilee Celebration —Hon’ble P
Minister Shri Morarji Desai inauguratec
November 1978)

Chairman of Silver Jubilee Celebration Comr
—Maj Gen K K Mehta — President of the Instit;
Chairman Silver Jubilee Exhibition and Bro
- Dr P K Kapre

Special Award entitled IETE Silver Jubilee
awarded for outstanding work during last 25 ye
- Prof J Das

- Dr P R Dastidar

- Shri S N Mitra

All Past Presidents and Chairman of Local C
invited to attend special meetings of Counci
November 1978)

National Exhibition (34 Organisation Particiy
(4-12th November 1978)

All Corporate members moved to next h
category (1977-1978) w.e.f. 4th February 19

—E-
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¢ CIL Bangalore 1st Sustaining Donor Members Rep
with Council (1978-79)

Membership Growth
Year Membership
30th September 1964 4475
1965 5376
1966 6182
1967 6706
1968 7170
1969 6000
1970 7970
1971 8693
1972 8408
1973 6371
1974 6654
1975 6970
1976 7214
1977 7516
1978 8304

Next 15 years upto 40th Anniversary 1979-1993

- Period of further growth

¢ Correspondence course launched - 1980

# Land acquired at Bangalore for Local Centre Building
(1980-81)

¢ Main Journal broken into two parts Research & Applied
Fields (1982-83)

#® Bangalore Centre Building completed (1983-84) and
inaugurated on the eve of 31st AGM (07 February
1985)

¢ IETE - IRSI Award constituted (1983-84)

® Foundation stone of Hyderabad building laid by Shri
N T Rama Rao (28th April, 1985)

¢ Delhi Centre allotted a land of 0.42 acre at Janakpuri,
approx costing Rs 3,36,000/- (1985-86)

® Chandigarh Centre allotted 1.01 acre of land at sector
30-B, at projected cost of Rs 2.92 lakhs (1985-86)

® Office complex for Calcutta Centre 1800 sq ft
acquired (1985-86)

4 Student member (Dip Scheme) introduced (1985-86)

¢ Bangalore centre allotted additional piece of land at
the cost of Rs 1,13,072/- (1985-86)

¢ 30th ATC inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Rajiv Gandhi (16-17th January 1987)

¢ Administrative block of Hyderabad building opened
on 16th May 1987

L 4

Accounting period changed from October to April
— effective from 1st April, 1989.

Exhibition Hall, Hyderabad building inaugurated by
Hon’ble Chief Miniser Shr N T Rama Rao on 24th
September 1988.

Chandigarh centre alloted a new site in sector 30 itself
but a better location (1987-89)

MOU signed between IEEE USA & IETE in November
1989 to provide facilities on reciprocal basis.
Hon’ble Dr S D Sharma, Vice-President of India
inaugurated Mekaster Auditorium of Hyderabad
building on 4th April 1990.

Advanced level course in computer science (ALCCS)
recognised as equivalent to M Tech in computer science
by UPSC and Govt of India (1990-91).

Ist Newsletter launched (1991-92).

Official inauguration of new premises at Pune on 27th
September 1991.

40th Foundation Day celebrated at Hyderabad on 1st
October 1993 : Events included

 Inauguration of IETE - CASET

» Release of IETE book series

* Release of commemorative volume on IETE

« Two days technical convention, tutorial and
exhibition

President - Prof B S Sonde

IETE recognized as a Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation by the Dept of Science & Industrial
Research, Minisry of Science & Technology (1992-
93).
NORAD project sanctioned to IETE for training of poor
and needy women as data entry operator (1992-93).
Project launched at Ahmedabad, Calcutta, Delhi,
Jabalpur & Trivandurm Centre of IETE (1992-93).
Three new awards instituted (1992-93) to perpetuate
the memory of

Prof K Sreenivasan - President (56-57)

Prof S V C Aiya - President (59-60)

Prof S N Mitra - President (72-73)
Best Local Centre award constituted - 1st Award to
Hyderabad Centre (1992-93)
Kolkata Centre acquired 1200 sq m plot in WEBEL
complex at Salt lake City (1993-94).

©
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Membership Growth

Year Membership

30th September 1979 9579
1980 11011

1981 11841

1983 10821

1984 14107

1985 15070

1986 17363

1987 20447

1988 27928

31st March 1990 30257
1991 33323

1992 40000

1993 32015

41st to 50th Year - Golden Jubilee - A period o
Infrastructural Development

*

*
4

L 2K

C-DETS (Centre for Distance Education through Space
Setup) Established at Ahmedabad (1994-95)

Revised MOU with IEEE,USA signed on (24th Apr 1995)
Pass in AMIETE recognised by the Institution of
Engineers (I) equivalent to pass in Section A & B of
AMIE(I) Exam (1995-96)

Griha Pravesh of Chandigarh Centre (24.4.1995)
Govt of India recognises IETE as an Educational
Institution of National Eminence (Nov 95)

First International Conference on Multimedia — 25-26
February 1996

IETE Vision Document upto year 2005 was approved
by the Council — 15th December 1996

us 4 seaat added to the logo — 1st Oct 1996
Provisional recognition of DiplETE Exam by Ministry
of HRD in 1992 extended till further orders — 8th March
1997

Hyderabad Centre awarded the status of Research
Centre - 1997-98

Trivandrum Centre Building inaugurated — 19th
December 1997

IETE Kolkata Centre Building inaugurated — 17th May
1998

Inauguration of 4 storey block at Hyderabad Centre —
16th May 1998

IETE Delhi Centre building inaugurated — 8th August 1998
Second International Conference on Multimedia — 23-

25 February 1998 (Proceedings published by Tata

McGraw Hill)

Concept of IETE Apex Forum introduced and Fi
Forum on ‘Telecom Reforms’ held — 20th Febru
1997

Silver Jubilee of Hyderabad Centre Celebrated — 26
September 1997

Following additional stream added to AMIETE

DipIETE programmes

AMIETE: Computer Science & Engg w.e.f Ju
2000 exam
Information Technology w.e.f Dec 20
exam

DiplETE  Computer Engineering w.e.f June 20
exam

Mr Utsumi- Secretary General ITU visited IETE HQ

8th February 2000

Following New IETE Memorial Awards constituted

1999-2000

» IETE - B R Batra Memorial Award (Foundi
President)

» IETE - N V Gadadhar Memorial Award

President IETE nominated by Govt of UP as a memb

of the Senate of Univ of Roorkee — 1999-2000

Delhi Centre celebrated Silver Jubilee - 15-16th Apr

2000

Allahabad Centre acquired 400 sq yard plot

University campus 2000-2001

President IETE included in Governing body of Eng

. Council of India as nominated member — 2000-20(

Research seats established — 2000-2001

» Emerging Trends in Wireless Technologies
Sponsored by M/s Tata Teleservices Ltd.

» Microwave Engg. (through IRSI Funds)

Membership Growth

Year Membership
31st March 1994 36192
1995 43961
1996 41680
1997 40000
1998 45000
1999 29422
2000 34350
2001 40155
2002 45832

€
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The period immediately following the inauguration was
essentially a period of growth for the Institution. The newly
founded professional society had to establish its base on a
strong foundation, attract members in various categories,
conduct meetings, undertake the various tasks envisaged
in the Constitution and provide service to its members.
Hence, the Institution in its very first year of operation,
laid considerable emphasis on all these aspects. One of
the major activities was to clear the Founder Membership
applications received during 1953-54, which had reached
amaximum of 2394. These were scrutinized by May 1954
and the elections completed by placing them in four
categories, viz., Associate Member, Associate, Graduate
and Student Member. In later years, additional membership
grades were introduced. By the end of the first year, i.e.,
Sept. 30, 1954, the total enrollment stood at 950 members.

A start was also made for conducting technical
meetings-got only in New Delhi, but also in many cities
having sizeable membership strength, i.e., Bangalore,
Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Jabalpur and Poona, wherein
the Institution appointed Convenors to coordinate the
activities and assist the members. Thus, part-time Local
Centres of the Institution became a reality in these cities
almost from the year 1955-56. In addition, the Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore agreed to jointly associate
with the ITE in conducting technical meetings in
Bangalore.

Almost in the first year of operation, an Examinations
Committee was set up by the ITE Council to work out the
regulations, syllabii and modalities for conducting the
Studentship and the Graduateship examinations, for which
the student members had already shown great interest and
enthusiasm. An important milestone in the functioning of
the Institution was therefore reached in May 1956, when
after completing all the formalities, the Graduateship
examination was held for the first time at five Centres, viz.,
Bangalore, Bombay, Delhi, Madras and Poona. The
standard of this examination and the manner in which it
was planned and executed caught the attention of the student
members and others. This finally led to the Government of
India recognizing it in June 1959, as an equivalent to the

>

©

Graduate Engineering Degree in Telecommunication
Engineering for the purpose of recruitment to superior
services.

Suitable steps were also taken early to publish the
Journal of the Institution, so that the members and others
interested in telecommunications, electronics and allied
subjects could use this as a vehicle for the publication of
their R&D results and related papers. Thus, it became
possible to publish the first issue of the Journal in March
1955. Also, a Journal exclusively for the student members
was launched from December 1959.

With these steps taken, elections of the Council
Members and the President became an annual feature of
the Institution from 1954-55, and leaders in the profession
got attracted to these prestigeous positions. Annual General
Meetings (AGMs) were arranged every year to transact the
statutory business of the Institution. At these meetings,
leading personalities were invited as Chief Guests which
greatly helped the ITE to build up a good image. At each
meeting, the Presidential Address and the Chief Guest’s
Address became a regular feature, and they were greatly
instrumental in setting the tone for developments in
telecommunications, electronics and related subjects in the
Country. The AGMs also enabled to review the working of
the Institution, undertake amendments to byelaws as and
when found necessary. With the growth in membership and
the increasing pressure on technical activities, an Annual
Technical Convention (ATC) was attached to the AGM
from the third AGM held in December 1956. The ATCs
have received much attention all along, and year after year,
the technical sessions at the ATCs have steadily improved
in content, scope and organization. An important Memorial
Lecture was added to the ATC with effect from 1967 to
commemorate the great contributions of Dr. Homi J.
Bhabha to energy,
telecommunications development in the Country. Very

atomic electronics and
distinguished academics, scientists, engineers and others
have lectured in this series. With further increase in demand
for technical programmes at the national level, a Mid-Term
Symposium (MTS) ; usually devoted to discussing a single
subject, was made an annual feature of the ITE from 1969.
The technical sessions at MTSs have also grown
commendably in stature and have been regularly attracting
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good participation. Another important Memorial Lecture
of the Institution, was added to the MTS programme with
effect from 1973 to honour the memory of Dr. Vikram
A .Sarabhai for his pioneering contributions to electronics,
telecommunications and space technology in India. Leading
figures have addressed the Institution through this Lecture
series also. Both the ATC and the MTS are also used to
honour outstanding performance in the broad areas of
telecommunications, electronics and related subjects
through a number of annual Awards.

Consolidation

The period of *70s and *80s marked the consolidation
phase of the activities and programmes of the Institution.
By the early *70s the ITE had grown in stature and its
membership, technical programmes, publications and
examinations had received considerable recognition. Also,
the ITE had set up Local Centres in many parts of the
Country, some of them having full-time operation. The
Government of India was already attaching due importance
to the institution for policy initiatives, manpower
development etc. But, the Office premises of the Institution
were still in rented buildings, inadequate to meet the
growing demands commensurate with the professional
needs of the Institution. It was at this time that the Council
of the ITE made plans to have a modern building to house
its Offices, Auditorium, Library, Lecture Halls and other
facilities on a 1200 sq.m plot of land acquired on Lodi Road,
New Delhi in 1968-69. And, by the time of the 20th
anniversary of the Institution in 1973, the building was
ready for occupation. The availability of an interest-free
loan of Rs. 10 Lakhs from the Government of India and
generous donations from M/s Delton Cable Industries Pvt.
Ltd., M/s Hindustan Teleprinters Ltd. and several members
of the Institution, made this first building project of the I
TE successful. This towering RCC structure of 5 floors with
entirely novel architectural design, with a magnificent,
tastefully decorated and acoustically treated auditorium
having a seating capacity of about 326 seats (named Delton
Hall), continues to be a major landmark in the Institutional
Area on Lodi Road in the Capital ever since. This trend of
acquiring buildings was soon followed by the ITE Local
centers in different parts of the Country, leading to the

Bangalore building in 1985, the Hyderabad build
1987, Pune in 1991, Chandigarh 1995, Thiruvanantha
in 1997, Calcutta & Delhi 1998, Allahabad 200
Visakhapatnam 2002. IETE has acquired fl
Ahmedabad, Chennai, Jabalpur, Jaipur, Kanpur, |
Lucknow, Patna and Shimla.

Innovative Steps and Looking at Future

As an enabler for growth, IETE has acquired p
Noida and Karkardooma (Delhi) to establish “Cer
Excellence” in association with various indu
Foundation stone for Centre of Excellence Noida is
laid on 13th January 2003 by Hon’ble Vice-Presic
India Shri Bhairon Singh Ji Shekhawat.

This has enabled the Institution to establish itse
truly national Institution. Major additional steps tak
important events which have helped in further consoli
of the Institution and its activities are as follows:-

1955-56

Ist Graduateship exam held at Delhi, Bang
Bombay, Madras & Poona.
1959

@ Govt. of Indiarecognised graduteship exam equ
to graduate engineering degree in Telecom.

4 First Annual Te;:hnical Convention held at New

1969

Ist Mid Term Symposium held at Dethi.

1973 — Renaming of the Institution

Inspired by world wide advances in electronics
applications in every sector of human activity
preceding years and the growing emphasis on elec
in India, the Council of the ITE began active consid
in 1971-72 to rename the Institution, by incl
“electronics”. Finally, ITE was redesignated as IE
1972-73, truly reflecting the crucial role play
electronics in modern society.

©
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1974

AGM takes place in own building at Lodhi Road (15th
March.)

1978 — IETE Silver Jubilee

This was celebrated on Nov. 1, 1978 at Delton Hall,
IETE HO, New Delhi. Shri Morarjee Desai, Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India was the Chief Guest. Silver Jubilee
Awards were given to three distinguished scientists for their
contributions to electronics, telecommunications,
computers and related areas to mark the occasion. Also, a
Silver Jubilee special issue of Journal [ETE was brought
out on this occasion.

1980 — Correspondence Courses

This programme was launched for the first time to
assist, student members preparing for Grad IETE
examination.

1982 —ALCCS Programme

The advanced Level Course in Computer Science
(ALCCS) was started at New Delhi in Aug. 1982. Following
the overwhelming response, this programme is also being
conducted at Hyderabad and Chennai: IETE is the only
instit<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>