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MINUTES OF THE 3"" (2022-23) MEETING OF THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTLEE
HELD AT 1800 HOURS ON 03" JULY 2023 THROUGH ZOOM

The tollowing were present;-

Prot’(Dr) K Jaya Sankar Chairman

Prot (Dr) Baswara) Gadeay Co-Chairman

Dr D S Bormane Member

Prot (Dr) A K Suaini Member

Dr Debasish De Member
Profdyoui Singhai Member

Prof Ranjan K Mallik Dy Editor-in Chiel [ETEIR
Prof J K Mandal Co-opted Member
Dr K N Sahu Co-opted Member
Sceretariat:

Gp Capt Sonpal Sigh. (Retd) Secretary General
Mrs Sandeep Kaur Mangat Assll Secy

Shri Sanjay Setia ; Mermber Stalt

The following member was unable to attend:
Shri Sunil Member

ITEM-I1 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 2™ (2022-23) MEETING
OF IETE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEL HELD ON 16" MARCH 2023 AT 1900
HOURS THROUGH ZOOM.

L1 It was reported that the minutes had been distributed and that no comments had
been received. Members endorsed the Minutes with wnanimity.

IEM-2 ACTION POINTS FROM PREVIOUS MLELTING AND PROGRESS
MADL

2.1 It was reported that several reminders were made 1o T&F after the two

parties' initial online meecting on February 28, 2023, urging with them 1o speed up the
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completion of the draft for the revised Publishing Agreement for 2024 10 2026. T&T has not yet
provided a constructive response.

2.2 At a subsequent online meeting between T&FE. Prol’ S K Koul EIC IETEIR &
IETE on 19 June 2023, it was deternined to retract the Supplement issue on "Federated
Learning for Blockchain Systems amd Industrial Internet ol Things" due to objections From

T&¥'s Ethics Committee. The minutes ol the meeting are included in Annexure A",

- It was further informed that Prot Shiban K Koul. Editor-in-Chief. proposed the
tormation of an HZTE Ethics Sub-Conmuittee o examine "Supplement [ssues” related issues in
the future and share its findings with T&L in order to expedite such requests. which are typically
excessively delayved and result in negative responses trom the contributors.

2.4 The Committee deliberated on the issue of "Federated Learning for Blockchain
Systems and Industrial Internet ot Things" Supplement retraction. Instead of viewing the matter
from T&F's perspective and retracting the entira issue. the Committee opined that the matter be
discussed with the LIC and Deputy EICs and the potential consequences be braught 1o their
attention. Thus. the Committee wished 10 solicit EIC's opinion regarding the retention of high-
quality papers and then approach T&EF with a request 0 reconsider the retraction issue.
Annexure "B contains an edited version of the discussion held during the meeting.

2.5 [t was also stated that IETE acknowledges that a part of the delay in releasing the
draft of the Main Publishing Contract with Co-Publisher Tavlor & [Francis tor the period ol
January 2024 1o December 2026 may be atributable to [ETE's approval of rejecting the
aforementioned supplement. "Federated Learning for Blockehain Systems and Industrial Internet
of Things." and then adding the appropriate ethical clauses to all Supplement Agreements thal
the Guest Editors must sign and its obligatory requirement in the Main Publishing Agreement.

2.6 This is for the inlormation & approval ol the Governing Council.
I'TEM-3 PUBLISHING SCHEDULE OV IETE PUBLICATIONS
3.1 The publishing status of [ETE journals was shown is as under:-
Publication e i\:pl' r___ \_‘Izn T June j July Aug | Sept
Vol.25 no.1 | Vol.25 ao.2 (May-Aug23) [
(Jan-Apr23) | Issue under compilation
Already
printed  and
digitafty
IETE despatched
Newsletter e Ny o _— . — - R )
IETE Journal | Vol 69(+) Vol 69(5) T Vol 6(6) "'vat 69(7) ' Vol 69(8) Vol 69(Y)
of Rescarch Apri2d Mav'2$ June'2d duly'23 Aug ‘23 Sept 23
- Issue with - Issue with - Issue with 70 | -tssue with 70 -Issue with | - Issue with
70 articles 70 articles articles articles | 70 strticles | 70 articles
- Issue ‘ - IEYE proof » Editorial -Editorial | -To go to
dispatehed reading Reve awiited CEIC
|
I E— L_____ S N - o
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ST&F
typesctied

reading

- 1ETE proef

|

Vol -l-(T(J]JIH_\ 4.‘\_l|g 23-
Issue withil) Articles
~Editorial Awaitcd

ol Education

ILTE Vol -l()(j)r\'m‘\-hme'l3
Technical -Isstie with09 Articles
Review - Prioted and under dispateh
IETE Jdournal | Vol.6-4 (1) Jun-Jun'23

-Issue is with 08 Articles -
' under print
- With T&l

= Under compilation

Lo
1D

ITEM-4

i |
informed as under:

Vol.64 (2) July Ju_ly-Dec’EB*

This is tor infomation ol Governing Council.

REVENUE GENERATED FROM THE SECTION

The revenue achieved so lar this vear. in comparison 1o previous years \as

REVENUE GENERATED IN THE PUBLACATION SECTION( 22-06-2023)

Particulars 2023 Amount | 2022 Amount | 2021 Amount | 2020 24019
tRs) (Rs) (Rs) At (Rs) Aml (128)
s0 lar (.han-Dec) Lhan-Dec) fdaa-Decl tJan-Dec)
4359517 (as | 34.40.200/- 22.76.375- 2184050/ 29,70.893/-
Subseription onl9 June2023)
15.79,0588/- (as on | 92,39.636+ 12,63.539/- 69,1 16/- 10,753,875/~
Lxtra page charges thn-Dee) |19 june 2023)
4$.00,000/- 6.10.008/- 2.00.000/¢for — JE) [4.00.0004-¢ [or 400,100/~ (o
forr’R{2022-23) gor TR: 2021-22& | (2020-21) TR/JR) JRIER)
Rexd  onS-11-22 | also tor2020-21) on
torthe yeur 2023, | 28" Jam 2022
because TR Iund
Grant-in-Awd from SERE, DST | 300,000/~ fordR | was  pat celeased
(TRZIR)Y (2022-23) o 1 | previous yedf |
Fab 2023
Rx 3.00.000 -f0¢ the |
JR(2021-22) on |
(el 22
Rovalty (Prof SC Dulla Ruy"s CSsp [N | €S8P e Inilial
[300ks) §185.39 0.320,0¢ 16.877.57tRayal [17.925.00- Wil
Fotal revenue from Books revd trovalty  Fur 2021 1 (Roxalty for 2020) 1y lor 2019} (2018)
s ondite (13 M 2023) Revdon 12.8-22) Ruvd on 18-3 2021 Revd on 28-4- el A3, |
Cssp [titiag Amt {120 77
- 74.439.7H2008)
) " €+ — — S—
Royully -49.313.96 o P T o
SP Initial Amit— 4031.61 ‘ ‘.9‘441.06 (Royaky 15,743.7¢ 69,166.28
- 69.166.28(2019) (Ravalty ter 2021 | for2020) tRoyaly for |(Initim! amoen
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Rovalty - 29216.42

e ——— e

Renel on 12-8-22)

Revel on 18-3-2021

[ 2%-1-2020

2009 Revd on in 20199

Roy ol NIBT, Robol & |' 35T70/- ou 39, 085/- SA205/- 18,157/-
[Robolics) 20 Jaly 2022 (243 given to author) | {273 given W
atthor)
Ty e 505,798 4.38.429/- 4.28.380/- (Revad | 3084441 4.57.2R9
Rovally ou [ETE: Publications T,y = 12 feb | (Revdd -
lrom T&F larpresious year 25" Feb 2022) 2031 2 Aar 2020h
3,98, 347 08rcvd 3.646.000.77 3.86.495/- JAR 250 2.13.995/-

F.ditorial Fundreved Jrom 'T&8°
jor the year mentioned above

en 3] Jan 2023

(Kevd on
23%Jan 2022

1437732770

416000 en 22 | 30.500/-
Advertisement June 23 (2 ads inJR)
Totn) Reveoue received

85.9:1,320

10.300/-

63001

45,90, 150.00

41.-i6,586.32 S32,20.902.28

4.2

I'TEM-5

3.1
informed as under;

This is for information of Governing Council.

EXPENSES INCURRIED IN THE SECTION

The expenditure incurred so lar this year. in comparison

1O previous years wiis

2023in Rs(uson 30.5.23 2022in Rs 2021in Rs
Consolidated Cost incurred Cor 1ETE JR-12 {Jan-Dechil- {Jan-Dee)JR-
JRITRAE/News Lelter [R-6 12 6
i JE=2 TR-6 IR=0
S. NI-3 JE-2 :-2
1. MIL-3 Nl.-3
5B Ny 2 | 4043307 (1.2.3
| Priming Cost 111 IR 14.04.330 (1.2.3.4)
: = 2.92.715¢1.2.3
.?. Criming Cost 1ETT TR i ]ﬂ\(-(: ! 4072050
3 Printing Cost IETE JE Wl WVE LO.00.K07
4 | printing Cost IETE NL 161980
3 g . - 33.0)- NPT 20,107
5 | Enwdopes vost (I3 TRE JE) 4#ls 33 incl GST) SHDUFCLOM vl ey |24
6 Postal Chiwges vor dispiuched issies of TRAIRZIE as on 1.28.4138 398,150 1.17.7%¢)
[9-06-2023 - e . .
7 Annual Fee o T&L tor previousyear #.22.200 2.25.000 TAL2IH
g | ( dollar rates invcreieswed) _ |
8 Siupplement issues 2800309
9 Honorariam Ul Austhors} =y U000 R0
l : e
TOTAL EXPENSES 26.97.168 8133510 18.93.816)
5.2 This is for information of Governing Council.
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[TIZM-6 STATUS OF EDITORIAL BOARD OF IETE JOURNAL OF RESEARCH

0.1 Following the prior addition of 11 new members, it was reported that the EIC &
Dy EICs [ETEJR have added the following 11 new members:

a) Dr.Ankesh lain. [IT. N Delhi

b) Dr. Sandeep Joshi. BITS, Pilani

¢) Dr. Anuj Grover. HIT. New Delhi

d) Dr. Gagendranath Chaudhury. 11T, Hyderabad

¢) Dr. Nagarjuna Nalam. [T Guwahati

) Dr. Sanjeevi Kumar Padmanabhan. University ol South Eastern Norway
g) Dr. Yogendra Arya. JC Bose University ol Science & Technology. Faridabacl
h) Dr. Sudarshan Nelatury, USA

1) Dr. Mrinal Bachute, SIT, Pune

i) Dr. Chandra Sckhar Paidimarry. Osnania University, Hyderabad

k)Y Dr. Anshul Varshney, NPL, Delhi.

6.2 With the addition of new Editors. the Lidiorial Board of IETE Jowrnal of
Research currently consists of 73 Editors (including EIC and 2 Dy EICs).

6.3 This is for mformation of the Governing Council.
ITEM-7 STATUS OF EDITORIAL BOARD OF IETE JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
7.1 The Committee was informed that Prof. Raj Seoani. EIC IETEIE. further added

the following 4 experts to the original group ol 20 experts:-

a) Prof. Lipo Wang. School of Electrical & Electronic ingineering. Singapore
b) Prof Krishoa Murali. Anna Univ. Chennii

¢) Prof Ravindra Kumar Sharma. NSUT, East Campus Delhi

) Prot AudithanSivaraman, NSUT, West Campus. Delhi

7.2 With the addition of new Editors. the Editorial Board of /LTE Journal of
Kduearion currently consists ot 31 Editors {including EI1C).

7.3 This is tor intormation of the Governing Council.

ITEM 8 GRANT-IN-AID FROM SERB (DST) FOR YEAR 2023-24

8.1 The Committee was apprised that the proposals tor secking Grant-in-Al from
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB). Depariment ot Science and ‘T'echnology) were
ready to be submitted for the year 2023-24. And as is customary. IETE publishes a notilication
of this DST grant-in-aid support in both journals in accordance with the rules for DST lunding
distribution.
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8.2 Before submitting the [ETE DProposals for tinancial support. the Committec
advised obtaining the correct information from the SERB oftice reparding any modifications

8.3 This is lor the information of the Governing Council.

[N DRY B STATUS OF RNl RENEWAL CERTIFICATES FOR IETE
PUBLICATIONS

9.1 The Committee was informed that the long-wwaited RNI Renewat Certificate lor
the [ETE lournal ot Research. was received. With this. {ETE now have RNI credentials with Lt
Col. Dipanker Sen's game on them.

9.2 The forms will be filled again for necessary chunges.

9.3 To prevent having to regularly submit renewal requests for such credentials. the
Commitiee demanded a long-lasting and secure solution. Hovvever. it was stated that the
procedure being used is compliant with the RNI Mandate,

9.4 This is for information of the Governing Council.
ITEM-10 STATUS OF SPECIAL /SUCPPLEMENT ISSUES (S IN [ETE IR

10.1 [t was veported to the Committee that the IETE Journal of Research Supplement
Issues have been receiving extremely excellent feedback in recent months, In accordance with
the agreement reached with T&F on February 28. 20230 the BIC and his team of Dy-EICs will
first review any Supplement [ssue proposal thal is willing to pay an APC (Article Processing
Charges of $1.500 per accepted article) tor its open access issues before sending it to T&F for
turther verifications: i approved. T&F will then make an agreement for Supplement Issue to be
signed by all Guest editors.

0.2 The current staus ol various Supplement Issues in IETE JR were reported s
follows:-
n R Suppiement Issues | Status |  Remarks

» ANOLD SUPPLEMENT ISSUE
|

“Atachine lewrning lor Enerov Efficient Etectronic Cirenits mm_-' Slready with T ;\V:lilill-}_’:— e _i’m:Tl_‘l
Computing | 16 wccepied articles, vompilation & relesase
- Revenue  collectad- ‘ [
‘ s 15,7085/ l
| - 30% wl twhe shared
! with T&k |
e R NS RRPU | | A Sy | Py | S
2 FIRESH 3 PROPOSA LS THAT HAYVE RECEINEDCLEAIGANCLEBY IR X TREF AKE -
|
[_(i)lluman Behavisur Analysis Using I‘lwz_;T\'éml xenwms—Tﬁ:g&?&&ﬂﬁﬁ .l'r-u;:m?\_ are RI\_
by Dr MM Kamruzzaman, Saudi Arabia Tor AP'C OA Sy
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[ (it xphinable Artiticisd InteBigence and Nachine Lesrning SIAgreement awatitind
assisted Bloehehnin Computing: Concepts, Advancements

and Future Perspectives hy Dr Amandeep Kaur. Sri Gura
Crranth Sabib World University: Dept o CSEChandigarh
Umversits, Mohali

HiCognitive Communivcation Networking Fechnologies for SEAgreement awaitel
Mobile Muttimedia Systems by Dr Khalid Hasceh, Istamia

College. Peshawar, Pakiston

tiviAdaptive Role of Intetligent Control Sysiems for S Agreement awnited
Antonomsus Vehieles by 0r Bula Anand Mubu Fagory
Iistitute of Bugineering and Tecinulogy. Sutem |

(vIArtiticad Intelligence Technigques Fur green 1OT by Dr | ST Agreement avnited |
Prickash Tshvaaf, Bostan Unisersilv.Boston, 1ISA |

5 CLEARANCE AWAITEDT ROM TS | ' N

{hExpliinble .-\I(.\'~\'t)-,-\|1|7Iimlions,(Tsl_lli~Es and Tulure TRevd E1C Clesiranee bun I’rtﬁcme vealy for |
Aspects with llusian bnterpretahle Explanutions by Dr waiting, F&F s signal APC OA Sis
Parikshit N Matalle. Vishwdakarma Insitule ol Irformation
Techrralogy

T T - =

i) The Convergeuce of Embedded Systems sind Software- |
Related Microarchitectural Aspects™hby D Jian Su
Assistanl Pratissor.Schorl ol Computer Science. Nanjing

University ol Informition Science and Todmolagy, Nunjing.
Jiangsu. China

> PROPOSALS REJECTED BY E1C'S FOR VARIOUS REASONS

_(m&ig Data Analvtics and Iniclligenl IZ'clunqmsEﬁu_\'iﬁcss-\'l.(lw:cnnule_S‘\.\mnsb_\ \himasd Faroulk -

(i) Al-Driven Sobtions For Next -Generstion Networksby Ahmad Fareul

(i The Convergence ol Encryption and Decryption Algorithms lor Security in \i".‘&.*éb.\ Dro~N B Gaosal
|

(iv)Bexoml Conventional Optimization A Comprehensive Review of Evolutiomwy Natre inspired wad Swarm :

tntelligence Bused Technigtes. Dr Pariksliin Narendea Malvalle: Proposal for n7FE Technical Review e ‘
(V)Data Seience Tur Emerging Digitad Fea™ by Dr. Clufynke Rehecca Vincenl Federil Ubiversiey of Agricullure. Ahcokuia, ,
Ogun Ste. Nigeria

|

Pt

{vi) Data Mining Tools and Techniques on Big Dot Challenges Cand Advanceby D Toqir Ahmid Runa.
{ Assudiare Peofessor Unisersily of Lahore. Pakistan

|

(vii)New TFronfiers In Sentiment :Analysis Aivd Opinion Mining For E-Commerce Applications. by D Togir Ahmad |
Runa. Associue rovessor Departimem of” Compiter Science and Intormation l'echnotogys, The University of Lahuare,
Pakisman

_(_viii) State-ol The-Art Stochastic Modeling and Control Theory by Dr A\ u_qu\ Nizeer Assistanl Professor.Depl ol
Matnemalics, Govt College Universay. Lahore, Pakistan,

|

|~ PROPOSALS INPIPELINE
!
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i) Advancements in the Mamagement ol Resources for Pending with E1C™S PProposcrs are ready lor
Ad-Hoe MWirelessainl Mohile Setworks by Dr APC OA Sk
PuivinpZhang China Universiny of Perroleum ¢ East ‘

China). Qingdiso. China
(ii) Speciit Issue Pruposal on Cognitive-Inspired
Multhuediy Informnnion Processing for Preclicting
Consumer Trend in F-commerce.” by Dr Suhan Abmal ‘
|

+  PROPOSALS DISMISSED FOR NOT ACCEPTING APC CHARGES

| Gy Special ls;neh!-’ropos:li "L’lnpowvring.Smurl Cities with Sovial Sensing 'I"c'vlmavbgie\h_\ Dr. lari Sohan Rai. Ph.D.
(MGE} Assistum Professor. School ut Solt Computing. Gachon Universily. South Korea,

]Tii Speciiul Issue Proposal” Evolwiominry Cempntation for Optimizing Aggregiiou NMetholls tn Decisinn-Aalaag
Ssstems by Dr.avilkuniar Jacoh, Associite Prowessor.Depamnent ol Nathematies and Statsies, Facnhy of Applied
Seicnces and Technology, toverst Tun ussein Omie, Malaysia Bam Pabat. 86000, loltar. NMalaysi

|

. S - -
{iii} Special Issu¢ Proposal “lHigh-Performance Computing For Climale Informaties™hy 1)r.ll:mnn:un~\M|:u|y.1
\ssislant Prolessor-Depurtment af Computer Science.Faculty of Comptiters and Informatinn. Sonth Valley Universits, Qe |
Ri523. Eapt |

(iv) Speciu-l_—lsa':c -f’ropos:ll_“Impliv_nams uﬁ'?i‘ilhﬁl_lnlx'Ii-gvn('v_l'uTlil'l'l('ile_l Decision Alaking, in Fulure Diganl
Erva”by Dr Quhtanid.Yay. Depariment ol Electronic Cowputer. University of Divala. Baqubah. iraq.

(V) Shecial 1sshe Proposal onIntelligent Information Systems For Data Sanagenent, Processes, Applicinions i ke
commerce Environments"by Dr, AdelehAsemiZavareh, Departiment of Sollware Engineering, Faculiy of Comypuier
Seience and Informigatna Tochnology . Umiversitt Makani, Kada Lumpaor, Makiaysis

(88) Special issue proposal < Deep Learning Aleorithms for Malti-Camera Atnhi-Person Re-ldentificiinn® by Or,

Alireza Sharili, Associale Prafessor, Depirtmen ol Sanvaving Enginecering. Pacully of Civil Figineame. Shabid Ritucee
| Ueacher Iraming University. Tehran, lran

10.3 Fer infurmation of the Governing Council.

I'TEM 11 SPECIAL ISSUL ON "loT SENSOR NETWORKS AND BLOCKCHAIN
TECHNOLOGY FOR SMART CI'TIES ANXD SOCIETITES"

.1 The Members were 1old that the ten (10) accepted articles Irom ALC 2021 on the
opic of 1o'l" Sensor Networks and Blockehain Technology for Smart Cities and Socicties.
under the supervision of Guest Editer Prof .IK Mandal. will now be assigned to ihe: Oct {ssue of
2023, where they will be combined with (0 (sixty) other aceepted articles 1o lorm a hybrid
journal.

1.2 Prof' ] K Mandal will be contacted by the section 1o compose the Guest Editorial
for a portion of the tewarticle issue. The Editorial tor the remaiming sixty anicles will be

requested (tom Prol Arun Kumar, Deputy Editor-in-Chief ot [ETEIR.

1.3 This is for the intormation of the Governing Council.
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I''EM 12 REGULARISSUE REQUEST ON PAPERS FRON HCI 2023, BAGALORE
ON AT & ML DRIVING 5G-ADVANCIED AND 6G™

12.1 It was made aware that Shri Puneet Mishra, Vice Chainman, [IETE Bangiore
Cenwe and TPPC Chair of the event, will be contacted to provide an update on the tash of
selecting papers presented at ICI 2023 on Al & ML Driving SG-Advanced and 6G.

I3

2 This is for the information ol the Governing Council.
ITEM 123 PRINTING CONTRACT OF M/S BDOLPHIN PRINTO GRAPHICS

13.1 The Committee members were made awvare that as per the approval of the
Governing Council in Dec 2022 meeting. the printing ¢ontract of” M/s Dolphin Printo Gruphics
was 1o be extended for next tivo vears ie. from 01 July 2023 10 30 lune 2025,

13.2 The work order was issued to M/s Dolphin Printo Graphics on 5 lune 2023, afler
the previous G C Mecting Minutes held in Imphal were made ofticial,

13.3 This is for the information ot the Governing Council.
ITEM-14 UNDERANY OTUER POINT

14.1 With the Chair's approval, the scll-plagiarism case in the IFTE lournal of
Research was taken up.

14,2 The Committee was informed alout an instance ol self-ptagiarism imvolving. Prof.
[ NC Kar an [T Delhi faculty member. A 2007 article titled "Nonlinear sysiem identilication
using neural networks" by S, Purwar, 1L N, Karo and A N dha appeared in the [ETE Journal of
Research. Vol. 53, no. L. in Januarv-February 2007, tssue ol IETEIR. [PT]. whose conlents
were discovered 10 be almost 90% similar with that of the other research published in another
journal. namely, "On-line system identification ot complex systems using Chebyshev neural
nenvorks,” in Applied Sofi Conmputing. vol. 7. pp. 36:4-372. 2007.... |P2}

14.3 An email from Elsevier's Casey GUO. managing cditor of the journal dpplied Sofi
Computing, requested the full text of the article "Nonlinear svstem identification neural
networks,” [ETEJR, Volume 53. No. 1. in order 1o [urther investigate the complaint received by
Dr Mario Koeppler. the EIC ol this journal.

4.4 Prol Koul requested [ETE to provide complete information. but because the paper
was published in IETEIR in 2007 and was being handled by Medknow ot the time, [ETE was
unitble to obtain complete intormation like when was this paper submitted or accepted by IETE.
Even after writing to Medknow (Wolters Kluwver ~MedknowWolters IKluwer Todia Pyt L.
[ETT: did not receive a lavourable reply.

143 T&F s investigation team on IEFTE"s request produced a comprehensive report.
which indicated a high sunitarity index.
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14,6 Protessor Koul determined that the paper should be retracted and that the chair ot
the publication committee sshould bring this case of plagiarism to the attention of Heads of the
mstitution ol the authors.

(4.7 The Publication Chair informed the Director ol THT Delhi (Prof Rangan Banerjee)
and the Director of MNNIT, Allahabad (Prol’ Rama Shanker Verma) about the (acts of sell-
plagiansm and requested that appropriate action be taken.

I-1.8 The article. "Monlinear system identificalion using neural networks.” published in
the [ETE Journal ol Research. val. 33, no. | pp. 35-42. lanuary-I‘ebruary 2007. has been
requested to be retracted by T&EF.

14.9 This is for information & approval of Governing Council.
[TENM-15 The meeting concluded with thanks to the Chair..
Ref: IETEAI-266/3rd (2022-23)/PUBS SS{ S

Dale: \\ July 2023

Gp Capt Sonpal Singh. (Retcd)

Seerctary General
Distribution:

Chairman and Members ol the Publications Commitlee
President and Members of the Governing Council
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BIZ3123,220PM Gmail- Regarding discussions feld on 19th June 2023 with T&F for Dr Gaurav Dhiman's Supp issue %
' : ~ '
ANRNEYUVRE - A

IM Gma“ MG EDITOR <mgeaitor.iete@ymail.com>

Regarding discussions held on 13th June 2023 with T&F for Dr Gaurav Dhiman's Supp Issue

| message

MG EDITOR <mgeditor.i€te@gmatl.com> Fri Jun 23 2023 at 2 20 PM
To: Jayasankar Kottareddy <kottareddyjs@gmail.com>, Dr Baswaraj Gadgay <b_gadgay@rediffmail.com>

Cc: secretary general IETE <sec.gen.iete@gmall.com>, 1 Prof Shiban Kishen Koul <shiban_koul@hotmaitcom>, Alexa Flood <Alexa.Flood@taylerandfrzricis cama.
Aldonita.Glbson@taylorandfi-ancis.com

Bee: Prof Br V Gunasekhar Regdy <gelered@gmai.com>. Shri Sunil <sunil.ddi@gmail.com>

Dear Prof Jayasankar and Prof Gadgay.

I'm writing In regards to the outcome of the online meeting we had with T&F on June 19, 2023, which was also attended by the Secretary General and Pmf Shiban I Kool
EiCof IETEJR.

The information below relates to Supplement Issue, "Federated Learning for 8lockchain Systems and Industrial internet of Things.” and includes the lollowing detalls -

Deadline for submission (31 December 2021), extended until {31 Jan 2022)
Final closure { 15 May 2022)
Tentative Publication Date : Q4, 2022

Total articles submitted in the Issue- 51

Accepted- 36 ”
Rejected-6

Removed ( as authors were not interested in the issue)- 8

Author(s) aot wanted to pay was- 1

The total revenue collected from accepted papers was Rs 40,26,764(- ($1,500 USO APC fees/accepted article}. which was to be spht egually between IETE and T&F

On 19th Juty 2022, IETE received a complaint from Maninderjeet Kaur, alleging vnethical publication practises on the part of the Issue's authors and requesing a thorough
investigation of the Guest Editor's role. Afier speaking with the EIC [ETEJR, IETE brought this issue to T&F's notice on July 28, 2022, so that lheir Ethics {eam may assess
the complaint and look Into the situation,

Atan overdue T&F meeting on February 28, 2623. It was decided that the following papers would be taken down and the writers' money woulo be relurned This is whiat was
discussed at the April 2023 meetiag of the IETE Publication Commit:ee,

| | TR-2021- Secufing diagnused Parkinsen's discase accepted 117000
2552 data by btockchaln technology using
2E2C algorithm
2 | TUR-2021- | Internetof Thing Based Koch Frictal | uccepted 1L7001)
257%:R2 Curve Fragel
Antennas ror Wirgless Applicalions
3 TUR-2€21- | Prvady for Healtheore Data Using the utuepred H0IR0
256iLR1 Byzantine Calsensus Mcthod
4 | THiR-2022- | Mitiguting the Coexssternice Technijue i | sccepted 111424
one Wireless Body Ar¢aNetworks by Using
Superframe Interlcaving
TOTAL 4,55,604/-

However, this was placed on hold when the Minutes of T&F’s meeting(February 28, 2023) stated, "T&F appreciates the steps taken so far regarding Or, Gaurav
Dhiman's special Issue.” Nownetheigss, the Ethics Tegm Ras not vel completed its Investigatigniple the matter ™

T&F has scheduled an online meeting for June 19, 2023, with IETE Yo discuss the final Investigation report

During the meeting. It was disclosed that the C®PE Committee of T&F thoroughly reviewed and Investigated the complaint lodged by tne coumplainainl Due 1o the senslivity
of the issue, it was not possible to share the details via emat: therefore. they preferred to clarify It in person.

The recommendations were as follows:«

1- In order to substantiate the expression of concem, T&F's COPE committee conducted a ienglhy investigation, which concluded that instead of lour-aruclizs the entrre
Supplementissue wouid be relracted,

2. During their investigation, they discovered that the peer evaluations for the majority of the articles in the 1ssue were fabricated and that the same reviewers were used
3. Follow!ng unjustified cltations, the guest editors' standing was elevated.

4. There has been deliberate research misconduct. which could negativety Impact the journal’s reputation.

5. Retraclion ts typically the fast resort for papers that have been published but are constdered unreliable and cannot be Corrected.

6. Itis prelerabtg to withdraw the Issue rather than engage in litigalon from any authors.

7 T&F wil help |IETE w1 drafting the correct felters to go to authors with the nolice of retraction

Professor S K Koul, Editor-i n-Cluef of IETEJR, was also of the opimion that money should be returned ta the authors, the tssue shoule be retracled, and IETE Journal shoujo
suf'er no negative repercussions: henceforth, all IETE Sipplement Issue proposals wi| first be vetted by EIC's + Ethical Cummittee (which will be formed shorilyy ang then
verified by T&F’s ethical team members for maintaining the integrity of journals.

This is for the information of alll.

@ Dear Aldonita,

You are requested lo add or remove any points from the recommendations based or the discussions heid on 19 June 2023, and 1o mforr the merbars @t (he Procoss
and how spon you intend to proceed.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d01ee83d6b&view=pt&search=all&permihid=thread-a:r-452760606256 87 5291 &simpi=msQ-a1-444498:815835" 12

-
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Thanks and regards
saruesp kaur

(Mrs Sandeep Kaur Mangat)

Assistant Secretary

{Awards & Pubications)

IETE. 2 Institutional Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi- 110003

Institution of Eiectronics and
Telecommunication Engineerings ((ETE) Journals

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/Q/?ik=d01ee83d6b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-452760606256 87522 1&simpi=msg-a.r-44449818 158351 . 212
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.

= (Mrs Sandeep Kaur Mangat) :
Asslistant Secrelaiy
(Awards & Publications)
IETE, 2 InstilLtionat Area, Lodi Road, New Deltn-110003

institution of Electronics and
Telecommunieation Engineerings (IETE) Journats

Information Classification General

MG EDITOR <mgeditor.iete@gmaif.com> Thu, Jun 29, 2623 at 9.51 AM
To: "Gibson, Aldonita" <Aldonita.Gibson@taylorandfrancis.com>
Cc: Jayasankar Kottareddy <kottareddyjs@gmail.com>. Or Baswaraj Gadgay <b_gadgay@redifimaii com>, secretary gene'ral {ETE <secgen iete@gmailcom>, 1 Prof Shiban

Kishen Kou! <shiban_koul@hotmail.com>, "Fiood, Alexa" <Alexa.Flood@taylorandfrancis com>

Dear Aldonita,

Thank you for responding to my email and revising the required parts, Appreciate it.
We wifl not share this Information with parties outside of IETE wh.o have no need to know it.
Also, thank you for the update; we look forward to abtaining the exact informational communication to send to authors aboul the retraction.

Thanks,
Sandeep

1Qunted 11 hidden)

[Quoted taxt hiddar]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/7ik=d01ee83d6b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f; 1769954010504 939390& simpl=msg-f: 1776 99540105049393.  3/3

"



711123, 2:32 PM Gmail - CONFIDENTIAL ' Regarding discussions heid on 19th June 2023 with T&F for Or Gaurav Dhiman's Supp Issue

M Gmail MG EDITOR <mgeditor.iete@gmall.com>

6ONFIDENTIAL: Regarding discussions held'on 19th June 2023 with T&F for Dr Gaurav Dhiman's Supp Issue

2 messages
Gibson, Aldonita <Aldonlita.Gibson@taytorandfrancis.com> Wed. Jun 28. 2023 at 7:11 PM

To: MG EDITOR <mgeditor.iete@gmail, com>, Jayasankar Kottareddy <kottareddyjs@gmail.com>, Dr Baswara) Gadgay <b gadgay@rediffmail com>
Cc: secretaly general IETE <sec.gen.lete@gmal.com>. 1 Prof Shiban Kishen Koul <shiban_koul@hotmail.com=>. "Flood. Alexa" <Alexa Flood@taylorandfranc:s.com>

Dear Sandeep.

We appretiate your summary of the key points of the aliegations of misconduct conceming the Sl entitied Federated Learning for 8lockchain Systems and Industrial

internetof Things. Please note that the details discussed duiring the June 19ih meeting are highly sensitive, and we ask if youcould please be sure nol to share any of the
detalls with the Guest Editer of the Sl or anyone outside of IETE who does not need toknow this information

We do have 2 amendments to make to points #4 and #6 in your e-mail below:
4. T&F is under the impression there has been deliberate research misconduct, which could negalively tmpact the journal's reputation.

6. Itis preferable to retract the Speclal Issue on the grounds of peer review misconduct rather than comment on the content of indfvidual articles,

As mentioned Inmy previous e-mail. the Ethics Team Is working to prepare communication for us to send out to authors regarding the forthcoming retraciion of the St | will
be sure to let you know once this communication has been finalized and we are ready to contact the concerned authors.

Regards,
Nita

Aldonita Gibson

Portfolo Manager - Electrical & Electronics Engineering
Taylor& Francis Group

53(_) Walnut Street. Suite 850, Philadelphia, PA 1810¢
Tel: 1.212-600-3607

e-mail: aldonita glbson@taylorandfrancis.com

From: MG EDITOR <mgeditariete@gmall com>

Sent: Friday, June 23, 2023 4:50 AM

To: Jayasankar Kottareddy <kottareddyjs@gmeal cori>. Dr Baswara] Gadgay <b_uiduay@edf*fmail co1>

Cc: secretary general I[ETE <sec.gen iete@gmail com>: 1 Prof Shiban Kishen Koul <stiban_koul@hotmail coni>: Flood. Alexa <Alexa Fluud@®@layloranaiizwngs carm>;
Gibson, Aldonita <Aldonita. Gibson@:iaylorisndfrancis com> :

Subject: Regarding discusstons held on 18th June 2023 with T&F for Dr Gaurav Dhiman's Supp Issue

Dear Prof Jayasankar and Prof Gadgay,

I'm writing In regards to the outcome of the online meeting we had with T&F on June 19, 2023. which was also attended by the Secretary General and Prof, Shiban K. Koul,
EIC of IETEJR.

The information below relates to Supplement Issue, "Federated Learning for Blockchaln Systems and Industrial Internet of Things,” and includes the following details:«
Deadline for submission (31 December 2021), extended until (31 Jan 2022)
Final closure ( 15 May 2022)

Tentative Publication Date : Q4, 2022,

hittps://mail.google.com/maii/u/0/?ik=d0 1ee83d6b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f 17699540 10504939390&simpl=msg-f 17699540105049393 ., 43



ANNEXURE”B"

Committee’s discussion on “Rerraction of the Supplement ssue (51) entitled “Federated Learning
from Block chain Systems and Industrial Internet of Things™ on July 03. 2023

The following points were discussed:-
DD- There will be significant fosses if the entire [ssue is retracted.

RKM -Needed to know how many papers were in the Sl and what percentage of them had issues. It
makes reasonable to retract if $0% of them are having problems. However. he believed that even while
not every author was at fault, they would all be hcld accountable anyhow. He referred to this as "collateral
damage,” albeit it is perfectly legally acceptabie.

JKM-|t is necessary to punish (blacklist) Guest Editors.

It was told that before proceeding, the Letter Template to Authors will be shared with committee
members.

DD-It's unfortunate that they want to pull the entire issue. The name and reputation can go.That could end
up in the news. :

It was informed that that is why a new policy is formulated, or how the EICs. then the T&F, and finally
the Guest Editors, sign the contract.

JS-How are reviewers appointed? .

It was made clear that Guest Editors are responsible for selecting Sl reviewers.

JS- The Guest Editors of SI's, not [ETE, should be held accountable.

It was answered that the Guest Editors are being penalized. and they'll have to face the authors.
JS-Who appoints Guest Editors?

It was clarified that EIC’s accept the proposal and Guest Editors get finalized. who are themselves the
proposers.

JS- Then the flaw comes from the time when proposal is accepted. The base key is that [ETE is not
accepting the proposal without knowing the genuine attention of the person who can devote the time and
then the story begins.

Wanted the element of punishment to be included in this procedure. According to her, retraction is the
penalty for an author not for the Chief Editors. Our credibility is at risk.

It was told that because of this, the entire issue is being retracted.

Chair- Restated the entire sequence of steps involved in the Sl The status of Papers. revenue generated.
and how the papers were scrutinised, were only published following the peer review . Due to the fact that
this is the first time this has occurred, we may have - made a mistake in scrutinising the guest editors.



JS-Sometimes accidents occur, and we learn from them.[ acknowledge that editors/IETE will incur a
financial loss, but | request that the accountable author, reviewer, or guest editor be punished. They ought
to be on a blackfist. '

Chair-Unfortunately. no agreement existed at the time, but from now on. each SI will have a separate
agreement prepared by T&F's. and we will accept commitments from guest editors of all Sis. This was a
valuable experience,

JS-However, there is a copyright form stating that this paper has not been submitted elsewhere; as a result
of this violation, we are suffering.

Chair-Violations have been committed by guest editors. '
JS — [ncluding authors.

Chair- As a result of laxity on the part of guest editors, it was possible for authors to plagiarise, and it
was not filtered at earlier stages.

JS-Authors have mislead and submitted a copyright form: consequently. they should be punished, and
questionable authors should be barred from all T&F publications.

Chair- Given an example of one of the current Governing Council Members who indulged in intentional
misconduct but no action was taken or.initiated by [ETE in the past. However, this is the first case of its
kind, and [ETE is aiming to include new clauses to prevent future occurrences. I[n the agreement. all
parties and prospective risks will be examined/ traced. Therefore, we must include the punishment clause.
Point is well taken.

JS-No one else will risk making the same error because of the penalty provisi¢on.

Chair- We'll discuss this at the next council meeting to get their input on these kinds of situations. Such
actions have a negative impact on instituttons. This S[ [ssue is an inadvertent mistake.

Then, it was made clear that there was no issue with plagiarism.

JKM- The misconduct occurred after the approval. Once approval has been granted. the issue becomes
the responsibility of the guest editors. it is impossible to put the blame to the person who gave approval.

AK- Retraction of an entire issue will have severe consequences for many authors.
Chair: Guest editors are at fault.

AK- T&F's investigation was extensive, and a number of advantages and benefits were granted to a
number of authors based on their paper publications, which could cause problems for [ETE in addition to
harming its reputation. As a result of a complaint regarding four papers. the entire issue is being retracted.

JS-We ought to inform the head of institutions.

7



A K : was of the opinion that I[ETE should seek out any mechanism or channel by which we can retain
quality papers and punish those whose papers are suspicious. T &Fs took quite some time to respond to the
IETE’s request.

J KM- Such articles may be re-evaluated by competent reviewers (domain experts) under the supervision
of IETE's team. This approach can be exercised. As the documents have already been posted online. the
innocent party may pursue legal action, and they might seek a reply.

AK -There is no justification for excluding good papers from the online systeh.

DD-This choice may have an impact on as many as one hundred authors, It can be a major issue for IETE,
and can damage the organization's standing.

Chair: Even though the repercussions exist. it is essential to note that T&F is objecting to the proposal
and suggests retracting the whole issue. The authors should hold the guest editors of the SI accountable
for this. IETE collected payment from the authors after obtaining their approval on accepted papers.

AK - Determine how we can best aid 32 authors, and then report back to T&F on our findings and next
steps. There would be serious consequences in many areas if we withdrew the issue. T&F might agree to
be examine the matter. The problem is finding a referee and vetting 32 submissions. Based on the results,
we will draw a conclusion. Then he said that we ought to try to inform T&F's about the lapses and delays
that have happened and affected the early action, and that final decision be communicated to the EIC first
along with members' comments on the retraction issue. The four publications should be tested, and if they
don't pass. they should be retracted (a separate group of reviewers should lock at them).Retraction of the
entire issue is unlikely unless all 32 papers are shown to be dubious.

JS - Qut of 32 papers even 10 are found to be good they can be adjusted in any other edition.So
that they can claim that their papers are published they should not be penalized.

AK: This method is explorable but not the ultimate answer.
J KM- Guest Editors name should not be taken anywhere.

Chair- As this is a case of SI, where guest editors have taken input from reviewers and then
recommended, T&F might start from the same inputs if once again IETE asks for an investigation. if at al}
they agree to our request. For the benefit of innocent authors. we urged T&F's to look into the matter. and
now that they have done so, we are requesting that they reconsider their recommendation. These are
unlikely to be considered under any other circumstances. No one would concur as it would have the same
title.

AK-Instead of viewing the issue from T&F's perspective and retracting the entire issue, the issue should
be discussed with EIC and Deputy EICs and. the potential repercussions should be brought to their
attention,



Final Recommendation : Thus. the members desired an initial dialogue with the EICs. They stated that
they are prepared for the worst but must give good papers an opportunily'(o be retained. Therefore,
obtain the EIC's opinion first. Then if EIC agrees. then pursue T&F with the request.





